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Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: Zaid 
was leading the Zuhr salāh. He forgetfully recited al-Taḥiyyāt twice in the first 
qaʿdah, but then he performed sajdah al-sahw in the end. The question is: Is the 
imām’s and muqtadīs’ salāh valid or is it fard to repeat the salāh? 

Answer 
In the described scenario, the imām’s and muqtadīs’ salāh is valid, and there is no 
need to repeat it. 
The detail regarding this ruling is that it is wājib to recite the tashahhud only once 
and not add anything to it in the first qaʿdah of farḍ, witr, and sunnah muʾakkadah 
salāt. If a person forgetfully repeats the tashahhud, this results in the omission of a 
wājib, that is, delaying the qiyām (standing for the third rakʿah). If this omission of 
the wājib occurs forgetfully, the salāh becomes valid by performing sajdah al-sahw 
at the end. However, if someone deliberately does this, sajdah al-sahw alone will not 
suffice; rather, in this case, repeating the salāh will be wājib. In the described 
scenario, since the imām forgetfully repeated the tashahhud in the first qaʿdah and 
also performed sajdah al-sahw at the end, the imām’s and muqtadīs’ salāh was 
therefore valid without any karāhah. 
Listing the wājibāt of salāh, Sadr al-Sharīʿah Muftī Muḥammad Amjad ʿAlī Aʿzamī 

تعالى عليه رحمة اللہ  writes:  

ضر  ر رواترب  م  فر
ر

عدۂ اولی  ن  و وتر و سن
ر (۔  ن  م  ق نرا )واج ب  ہے ڑھا رھ نر ت  ےد تر کچ ہ ش 

ر  ت
Translation: It is wājib to not add anything after the tashahhud in the first qaʿdah of 
the fard, witr, and sunnah muʾakkadah salāt. (Bahār-E-Sharīʿat, Vol. 01, pt. 03, p. 518, 
Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
It is wājib to recite tashahhud only once; repeating it obligates sajdah al-sahw, as 
mentioned in al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq Sharḥ Kanz al-Daqāʾiq: 

 كرر التشهد في القعدة الأولى فعليه السهو لتأخير القيام  لو

Translation: If one repeats the tashahhud in the first qaʿdah, sajdah al-sahw is 
necessary upon him due to delaying the qiyām. (Al-Baḥr al-Rāʾiq Sharḥ Kanz al-
Daqāʾiq, Vol. 02, p. 105, Publ. Dār al-Kitāb al-Islāmī) 
Repeating the tashahhud obligates sajdah al-sahw because it causes a delay in the 
qiyām of the third rakʿah. It is mentioned in Nūr al-ʾĪḍāḥ Maʿa Marāq al-Falāḥ: 

واجب   ریللسھو لتاخ سجدی ایبمقدار اداء رکن ساھ  ہیلو زاد عل ی)التشھد( حت ۃتراخ بعد( قراء ریمن غ ۃلثالثا) ۃ( الرکعیال  امیالق) جبی

 ۃللثالث  امیالق



Translation: It is wājib to stand for the third rakʿah after reciting the tashahhud 
without any delay. Even if one forgetfully makes any addition to the tashahhud equal 
to the duration of a rukn, they must perform sajdah al-sahw due to delaying the 
wājib of standing for the third rakʿah. (Nūr al-ʾĪḍāḥ Maʿa Marāq al-Falāḥ, p. 139, 
Publ. Maktaba-Tul-Madīnah, Karachi) 
In the explanation of ‘ اساهي ’, it is stated in Ḥāshiyah al-Taḥtāwī: 

 مایتحر ۃتکون بہ مکروھ ۃبہ عن العمد فان الصلا احترز

Translation: By saying “forgetfully”, “deliberately” has been excluded, because 
deliberately doing so makes the salāh makrūh taḥrīmī. (Ḥāshiyah al-Taḥtāwī ʿAlā 
Marāq al-Falāḥ, p. 251, Publ. Dār al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyah, Beirut) 
Mentioning the details for if a wājib of salāh is omitted either forgetfully or 
deliberately, it is stated in Fatāwā Amjadiyah: 

ک کا  واج ب اتر   رمارر سے ہے واج ب  کے تر ے ن  ن ےو نر ک ی ہ ، اور اگر سج دہ سہ ےو واج ب  و سج دہ سہ
ر ےواً ہےو ت ک ک ان   اب  جکم ہے کہ اگر سہ رصداً واج ب  کو تر ۔ اب  ق رمارر کا اعادہ واج ب  ہے و ن

ر  ت
Translation: The same ruling applies to omitting any wājib among the wājibāt of 
salāh: if it is omitted forgetfully, sajdah al-sahw becomes wājib; and if sajdah al-
sahw is not performed, or the wājib is deliberately omitted, repeating the salāh 
becomes wājib. (Fatāwā Amjadiyah, Vol. 01, p. 276, Publ. Maktabah Razawiyah, 
Karachi) 
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