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Question 

   What do the scholars of Islam say about the following matter: a person comes to the masjid, 

finding the imam in the second prostration of the first unit of salah. He has missed 

participating in the first unit altogether, and will make up for this once the imam has offered 

salam. Can this person join the imam whilst the latter is in the second prostration? If he 

joins, will he have to perform the first prostration that he missed or stand up with the imam? 

 مِ یْ نِ الرَّحِ بسِْمِ اللہِ الرَّحْم  

وَابِ  الْحَقِّ وَ ۃَ یَ ھُمَّ ھدَِااَلْجَوَابُ بعَِوْنِ الْمَلکِِ الْوَھَّابِ اَلل    الصَّ

   If a person finds the imam performing the second prostration of a  in salah, he 

should join in the following manner: whilst standing, he should firstly say taḥr ma, 

then recite takbir again whilst going into prostration, joining the imam. In this case, it is not 

mandatory for the follower to make up the first prostration, which the imam has already 

performed. Rather, when he makes up the  he missed, the prostrations of this  

will be fulfilled.  

   In such a case, it is not sinful for a person to wait for the imam to stand before joining 

salah. Nevertheless, it is recommended (mustaḥabb) to join salah in whatever state the imam 

is in, and to not wait.  

   It is narrated: 

 

   ah and the imam is in any state, he should do what the imam 

is doing 1 

   A hadith reads: 

 

   imam and make up whatever you m 2 

   Imam Badr al-D n al-ʿAyn هِ عَلَیْه   :adds رَحْمَۃُ الـل ـ

 
   hadith that a person should join salah in whatever 

state he finds the imam to be; this is recommended(mustaḥabb) 3 

َّ رَسُوْلُہ اَعْلَم وَ عَزَّوَجَلَّ اللہُ اَعْلَمُ وَ   وَسَلَّم لہِ  ہِ وَا یْ عَلَ  ی تَعَال  اللہُ یصَل
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