The Follower Should Complete Tashahhud And Then

Follow The Imam
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Question
What do the scholars of Islam say regarding the following matter: What is the ruling for the
follower of an imam, if the imam rises up from the first sitting in salah or has given salam at
the end of the final sitting, before the follower has completed recital of tashahhud? Must he
complete the recital of tashahhud or immediately follow the imam?
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Considering principles of Islamic law, it is wajib for the congregant to follow the imam in
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the fard and wajib acts of prayer without any delay. However, if following the imam would
result in the abandonment of a wajib, then the ruling in such a scenario is that he should first
complete the wajib and then follow the imam.

Since reciting the entire tashahhud is also wajib, if the imam rises up in the first sitting
before the follower has completed its recital, he should first complete it and then follow the
imam by standing up. Likewise, if the imam has given salam in the final sitting before the
follower has completed reciting tashahhud, he should first complete it and then give salam. If
the follower has completed tashahhud and is reciting salat on the Prophet or a du‘a when the
imam gives salam, he should also give salam immediately with the imam.

The scholar Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami a3z a3J13525 (passed away in 1252 AH) writes in Radd
al-Muhtar:!
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The jurist, Imam Hasan b. Mansiir al-Awzajandi, famously referred to as Qadi Khan s
adzals) (passed away in 592 AH) states in his fatawa:
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In Fatawa al-Radawiyyah, it is explained how the Imam of the Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam

Ahmad Raza Khan 4l 24014525 was asked:

L Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Kitab al-Salah, vol. 2, p. 202, Dar al-Marifah, Beirut
2 Fatawa Qadi Khan, Kitab al-Salah, vol. 1, pp. 90,91, Dar al-Kutub al- Tlmiyyah, Beirut



What do the scholars of Islam say regarding this case: If the follower had not completed the
recital of tashahhud and the imam stood up or gave salam, should the follower complete
tashahhud or suffice with what he has recited and leave the remainder?

He replied, “In both scenarios he should complete it; however long it takes.”3
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Answered By: Mufti Abu al-Hasan Muhammad Hashim Khan Attari
Date: 23rd Shawwal al-Mukarram 1443 AH/25th May 2022
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8 Fatawa al-Radawiyyah, vol. 7, p. 52, Raza Foundation, Lahore



