Was the Miraj (Ascension) bodily or spiritual? The legal

ruling on the denier of the Miraj being bodily.
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Question
What do the noble scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari‘ah say concerning the following
matters: 1) Was the Mi‘raj of the beloved Prophet Jlzsa5441fs bodily or spiritual? 2)
What is the legal ruling on someone who denies the Mi‘raj being bodily?
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The beloved Prophet Jz5a54524001Js was granted a bodily Mi‘raj, in a wakeful state. The
Qur‘anic verses and Sahih Ahadith indicate upon this. This is the opinion of the majority of
the honourable Companions, Tabi‘in (successors), tba® Tabi‘in (successors to the successors),
fuqaha (jurists), muhaddithin (hadith masters) and mutakallimin (scholastic theologians)
and this is the belief of the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah.

Allah mentions in the noble Quran:
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: Glory be to Him Who took His bondsman by the night

from the Sacred Mosque (the Ka'bah) to Al-Agsa Mosque around which We have placed

blessing, in order that We may show him Our great signs. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the

All-Seeing.

It is mentioned in the commentary of this verse in Tafsir al-Khazin, Tafsir Jalalayn and

Hashiyah al-Sawi:
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“The truth which which is affirmed by most of the people, the majority of the salaf (pious
predecessors), the generality of the jurists, hadith masters and scholastic theologians from
Mutakhhireen (the later scholars), is that the beloved Prophet Jz 3o sak2200 Js went on the
night journey with his body and soul. The following statement of Allah Almighty indicates
upon this:

Wil dWigss
Translation from Kanz al-Iman: Glory be to Him Who took His bondsman by the night



The word y« is an expression of the combination of body and soul. The preceding Sahih

hadith also indicates upon the correctness of this opinion.”
It is stated in Nasim al-Riyad:
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(The Prophet Jzsa) 54822001 Js undertook the journey to Masjid al-Aqsa and the heavens

with both body and soul. The verse mentioned clearly indicates upon one part of this
journey, whilst a Mashhoor Mustafeed hadith proves the journey towards the heavens.
Whereas, a khabar-e-wahid indicates upon his entry into Paradise and his arrival at the ‘Arsh
or the edge of the created realm, all of which shall be discussed further on. All of this
occurred with his body in a wakeful state.”

It is stated in Maktabat Imam al-Rabbani and Fatawa Rizawiyyah:

The noble Mi‘raj, absolutely, definitely, occurred with the blessed body and not only
spiritually, which also occurs for his devotees through his granting. Allah Almighty stated:
Wil dWigss

Translation from Kanz al-Iman: Glory be to Him Who took His bondsman by the night
He did not state ‘Who took His bondsman’s soul’.

It is stated in Magqalat al-Kazimi:

“The view of majority of the scholars, the honourable Companions, Tabi‘in, atbaal-
Tabi‘ln, as well as muhaddithin, fuqaha and mutakallimin after them, is that the Isra and
Mi‘raj both occurred physically, in a wakeful state. And, this is the truth.”

2. Absolute denial of the noble Mi‘raj is disbelief. This is because the Mi‘raj from Masjid al-
Haram to Masjid al-Agsa is definitive and established from the noble Quran. However, if a
person accepts the Mi‘raj but believes it to be only spiritual, he is upon error. In this age, only
the deviated deny this.

Outright denial of the Mi‘raj, is an act of disbelief. It is mentioned in Sharh al-‘Aqaid al-
Nasafiyyah and Nibras:
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The Mi‘raj, in a physical and wakeful state for the beloved Prophet Jzsasaizadui Ls to the

sky and then to wherever Allah willed is proven by Mashhoor narrations, such that its denier
is an innovator. The Isra from Masjid al-Har 3 m to Bayt al-Muqaddas is definitive, i.e.
established by the Book, meaning the noble Quran. Its denier is declared a disbeliever.”

[tisstatedinNasimal-Riyad:
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The majority of the pious predecessors and the Muslims took the opinion (this is a
conjunction of the general upon the specific, and the words “majority of the pious
predecessors and the Muslims” indicate that it does not befit a Muslim to believe contrary to
this) that the Isra was with the body and soul, and in a wakeful state. !

It is mentioned in Fatawa Rizawiyyah:

These profound happenings have also made the fact that the Mi‘raj was bodily, more
apparent than the Sun. If it was a mere spiritual journey or in a dream, why would
amazement be expressed upon this? Zayd and ‘Amr travel to Makkah and Madinah in their

dreams and are found in their beds in the morning. Taking the word L3, as evidence and not
looking at _&J433Y) is a manifest error. Uy comes in the meaning of beholding and § 43
uiJLAjT occurs in a wakeful state, rather than in a dream. For this reason, Allah stated:
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: Glory be to Him Who took His bondsman by the night?-?
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Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Date: 3rd Jumada al-Ula 1439 AH/21st January 2018
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! Nasim al-Riyad sharh al-shifa, vol. 2, p. 267
2ql-Quran, 17:1
8 Al-Fatawa al-Razawiyyah, vol. 29, p. 635



