What is a masjid al-bayt? (Its rulings and virtues)
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Question
What do the honourable scholars of Islam say regarding the following:

What is a masjid al-bayt, and what are its virtues?

Does a masjid al-bayt also have fina’ al-masjid (an appendage) just like normal masjids do?
Moreover, if there was not a masjid al-bayt in the house before, and one is made now, can it
be changed?

Can a woman observe nafl itikaf inside a masjid al-bayt? Questioner: Abdullah, Karachi
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1. The area designated inside a home to pray salah is referred to as masjid al-bayt. To specify
such a place is mustahab (recommended). It is better for it to be relatively high and kept
clean and fragrant, for the Beloved Prophet .i.,4de4iijs instructed to make a masjid al-bayt

and for it to be kept clean, and this itself suffices to demonstrate its virtue.
Allah Almighty has stated in the Holy Quran:

Translation from Kanz al-Iman: And make your houses as places of worship.!
In the exegesis of this verse found in Sirat al-Jinan, it states:
We come to know of five things from this verse:

2. To build a domestic masjid (known as masjid al-bayt) inside residential buildings is an
ancient custom. Hence, Muslims should keep an area of their home clean for salah, and
ladies should observe i‘tikaf (the spiritual retreat) there.2

Regarding making a masjid al-bayt within homes, it is narrated from Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah

gz abises:
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Translation: “The Messenger of Allah iz 5415482 2401 2 ordered to build masjids inside

homes (masjid al-bayt) and for them to be kept clean and fragrant.”
Elaborating on the reason to ensure a masjid al-bayt is clean, ‘Allamah Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni
a2z adUides s writes:
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1 Al-Quran, 10:87
2 Sirat al-Jinan, vol. 4, p. 368, Maktaba tul Madina, Karachi
8 Sunan Abi Dawid, Kitab al-Salah, Bab Ittikhaz al-Masajid fi al-Door, vol. 1, p. 124, Maktaba al-"Asriyya, Beirut



Translation: “[The command] to keep the masjid al-bayt free of filth is because of the
sanctity afforded to it due to salah being offered inside it and its resemblance to a normal
masjid.”

It is stated in Mirat al-Manajih:

This is in reference to masjid al-bayt, meaning, a room or some part of the house should be
designated for salah. Worldly activities should not take place there. The area should be kept
clean and fragrant. We found our elders acting upon this. Now, this practice is ending.’

In Bahar-i-Shariat, the following is mentioned:

It is recommended for a woman to designate an area for salah inside the home. Such a place
should be kept pure. For it to be raised like a platform is better. Men should also specify an
area for Nafl salah inside the home, for it is more excellent to offer such salah at home.®
2. The ruling of a normal masjid that is religiously endowed (wagqf) does not apply to a
masjid al-bayt. For the latter to be sold or gifted, for example, is permitted. Likewise,
someone in a state of ritual impurity may also enter a masjid al-bayt. Buying and selling are
also permitted without any karahah (disliking). All of these matters are not permitted in
relation to a masjid that is religiously endowed. Hence, a masjid al-bayt can also be changed.

The following ruling regarding a masjid al-bayt is found in al-Hidayah:
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In explanation of the above, the following distinction is mentioned in al-Binayah between the
rulings applicable to a masjid al-bayt from those that apply to a normal masjid:
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Hence, the concept of masjid al-bayt has its proof in Quran, Hadith and the works of
experts in Figh (fugaha’). A masjid al-bayt does not have Fina. Therefore, [an individual
observing i‘tikaf] must remain within the bounds of the masjid al-bayt. In the event of
leaving to go to the toilet or perform wudu, it is only permitted to do so out of necessity, and
one must return immediately upon fulfilling such needs, otherwise the i‘tikaf will become
annulled. Leaving the masjid al-bayt for performing ghusl merely out of routine or for
experiencing coolness or relaxation will also render i‘tikaf invalid.

3. The ruling regarding a woman’s jtikaf in a masjid al-bayt is the same as the ruling for a
man observing itikaf in a normal religiously endowed masjid. It is permitted for a man to
observe a nafl itikaf in a normal religiously endowed masjid, so a woman can also observe a
nafl i‘tikaf in a masjid al-bayt.
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The ruling for a woman’s itikaf in a masjid al-bayt is the same as the ruling concerning a

i

normal masjid, which includes the nafl i‘tikaf . Just as ‘Alldmah al-Kasani afz adu1e2 5 writes
in Bada’i al-Sana’i:
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Note: Only women are permitted to observe itikaf inside a home; it will not be valid for
men to do so.

It is stated in Fatawa ‘Alamgirr:
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