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Question
What do the honourable scholars of Islam say regarding the following: what is the ruling

regarding objecting to Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah £2501¢25?
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Objecting to Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah «240igesor holding ill beliefs concerning him is
deviancy, heresy and makes one deserving of Hell, because Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah (&3
£2410 is a Prophetic companion, and all the companions &lzsyizedis are people of goodness,
righteousness and integrity. Whenever they are spoken of, it is obligatory to only mention
them in a positive way. This is because Allah Almighty has promised all the companions iz
dlzy Paradise, and the Prophet (.u s ;g;ﬁ.njuhas commanded that they are to be spoken of
in a positive way. Furthermore, Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah «240i¢e5 is from amongst the
companions &lz3ikediwhom the Prophet Jisay 5422001 J.e mentioned by name when
supplicating for them. Also, the Prophet .1z s sak22001 Jos forbade criticising the companions
lzsyiieis.

Allah Almighty has mentioned in the noble Quran:
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: And what is the matter with you that you do not spend in
the way of Allah? Whereas, only Allah is the Inheritor (i.e. Owner) of all that is in the
heavens and in the earth. Those (i.e. the Companions of the Beloved Prophet) amongst you
who spent and fought before the conquest of Makkah are not equal to others, they are greater
in rank than those who spent and fought after the conquest of Makkah. And Allah has

promised Paradise to all of them; and Allah is Aware of your deeds.
It is mentioned in Tafsir al-Qurtubi in the commentary of this verse:

d)ﬁu\j‘dﬁu\oﬁuﬂOFM\LSTQM‘&‘W}){);}:gt})dﬁ_ww\___:déw )"'M} 25 5‘.?9
ug,mu)wcw\%;&\ﬁwwﬁw

1 Al-Quran, 57:10



Translation: “There are five matters mentioned here...The fifth is the statement of Allah

Almighty: ¢ swsdiabloss Y57, i.e. the forerunners and those that joined after; Allah Almighty

has promised all of them Jannah with differing ranks.” 2
It is mentioned in Tafsir al-Mazhari:
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Translation: “All of them™: Allah Almighty has promised good to every individual from

both groups of the companions &1z %J%: those that spent their wealth before the conquest

of Makkah and those that spent their wealth after the conquest of Makkah. It is not permitted
to criticise any of them. Additionally, it is necessary to interpret their differences in a good
light and upon [them having] sound intentions or as an error in juristic exertion (ijtihad).
“And Allah is aware of your deeds:” He is aware of the inner states as He is aware of the
outward states, and He will requite everyone accordingly. 3

It is narrated from Sayyiduna ibn ‘Umar \;4i25that the Prophet a4 sake201 L said,
“Do not mention bad about my companions &iziyises so that your hearts turn against

them. Mention the virtues of my companions &izi)sedEs0 that your hearts become

harmonious towards them.” 4
It is mentioned in Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim and other collections that the Messenger

of Allah (5542001 Js said,
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“Do not insult my companions Gzl el If one of you spent gold in charity equal to the
Mount of Uhud, he would not reach the mudd [a measure] of any of them nor half a mudd."s
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal £z narrates that the Prophet Jlusasaeid fs

said, “Fear Allah concerning my companions! Fear Allah concerning my companions. After
me, do not make them a target [to insult].”

It is mentioned in Sahih Bukhari that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas £220i¢5 said the
following about Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah Bt Jomeyreo Halbacs ,aiziiges “Do not say

anything against him, for indeed he is a companion of the Messenger of Allah 4 AT
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5 Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Mandgqib, vol. 1, pg. 518, published in Karachi



The following authentic narration is related in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Musnad Imam Ahmad
and al-Tarikh al-Kabir of Imam Bukhari. (The following text is according to Imam Bukhari):
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Sayyiduna ibn Abi ‘Umayrah 4i240i¢e5 said, “The Prophet Jzsas il J said [about
Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah &2401¢25], ‘O Allah, make him one who guides and is rightly

guided, guide him and guide [others] through him.” ¢
Imam Shihab al-Din, Abu al-‘Abbas, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hajar al-Haytami al-

Shafi‘i azaluidzs writes regarding this Hadith:
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Translation: Reflect how this supplication is from the one who is truthful and whose truth
is attested to. Indeed, his supplications for his ummabh, and in particular for his companions,
are answered and not rejected. Know that Allah answered this supplication of the Prophet J.

whosal 3422001 in favour of [Sayyiduna] Muawiyah «:40i¢e; and made him a guide for the

people, rightly guided in himself. Whoever Allah Almighty gathered these two virtues in,
how is it possible to think of him according to what the people of falsehood have uttered

concerning him and what the obstinate have ascribed to him? . JU\ilxs. The Prophet 251 fs

340342 would only have supplicated with such a supplication (which comprises the
loftiness of this world and the next and prevents every blemish which the heretical immoral
sect ascribes to Muawiyah) for the one who he (543456501 J2) knew was worthy of it. ?
It is related in Musnad Imam Ahmad, Musnad al-Bazzar, Sahih ibn Hibban and al-Tarikh
al-Kabir (the wording is that of Imam al-Bukhari):
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““Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Umayrah narrates that the Prophet r‘*‘“ ;f,sf;g.jjéi;'”u@u said, ‘O Allah,

teach Muawiyah math and save him from punishment.”” ¢
It is mentioned in al-Musamarah:

6 Al-Tarikh al-Kabir, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Umayrah, vol. 5, pg. 240, Da’irat al-MaGrif al- Uthmaniyyah, published in
Hyderabad Deccan
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Translation: “(The belief of the Ahl al-Sunnah) wa al-Jama‘ah (is extolling the purity of all
the companions) as an obligation by affirming integrity for all of them, refraining from
criticising them (and to praise them the way Allah Almighty praised them.)”®
It is stated in Nasim al-Riyad:
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“Whoever criticises Muawiyah 42400125 is a dog from the dogs of Hell.” 0
It is cited in al-Nibras:
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“A man reviled Muawiyah «2400i¢e5before the rightly guided Caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz 42400125, so he flogged him.” 1
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4.5 states:
ozl o s s Jlsdll oMt gl Jalas Wles dl oo a sl D)
byt sl o sade s o Sloda e Jlsdl Joo
“The rulership of the Caliphate was established for Amir Muawiyah 4240i¢25 from the day
of reconciliation with al-Sayyid al-Mujtaba [Tmam Hasan] «24diges.”
Following this, the Imam 4 5\.1.1 \ :\Zo-j relates the Hadith of Sahth al-Bukhari concerning
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the reconciliation between Imam Hasan and Amir Muawiyah lgie 40l (623 and states:
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“This demonstrates that criticism of Amir Muawiyah £240i¢e5 is criticism of Imam
[Hasan]al-Mujtaba; rather it is criticism of his noble grandfather: the Messenger of Allah J.
hosal 5422001 in fact, it is criticism of Allah Almighty.”

Following this, explaining the reason, he says:
Handing over the care of the affairs of the Muslims into the hands of the wrong person is

treachery with Islam and the Muslims. If Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah £220i¢25 was wrong as
the criticisers claim, then the perpetrator of this treachery alui3lxswould be Imam Hasan al-

Mujtaba «i2200i¢5, and this would necessitate the Prophet’s Jzsaisa34alifs acceptance of

this treachery, and he is that noble personality regarding whom it is mentioned
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: And he does not say anything of his own desire. It is not
but revelation which is sent down upon him. ©?

These words will benefit the one whom Allah has willed guidance for.

It is stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah:

It is not permitted to exceed the limits of the lofty purposes for which biographical texts
exist. The narrations mentioned in them cannot be accepted in matters like menstruation

and post-natal bleeding, let alone {3l using flimsy, problematic and baseless reports for
stirring criticism against the Prophet’s noble companions &iz2315e%, objecting to them and
casting aspersions on their lofty status. No one would perpetrate/this except a misguided
heretic that opposes the clear truth.

Mufti Amjad ‘Ali A‘zami acalié:2]states:

All the companions ¢lziyi2e0% are people of uprightness, virtue and integrity. Whenever
they are spoken of, it is oblig;atory to do so in a positive way. To hold evil beliefs about any

companion is heresy, deviancy and deserving of Hell as it is hatred of the beloved Prophet J.

NS 54822001, Such a person is a Rafidi, even if he accepts the four Caliphs and professes to be

a Sunni. For example, [someone who insults] Sayyiduna Amir Muawiyah, his noble father
Sayyidun 4 Abi Sufyan and his noble mother Sayyidah Hind .zai(e5.

However great in rank a saint is, he can never reach the station of a companion u‘,.o).nr.w
To delve into the incidents that occurred between the companions is strictly haram. Muslims

should consider how they were loyal servants of the Prophet .lu;a sakeido J. All the

companions ¢lzs) %, the most eminent of them and those of a lesser rank (and none of

them is insignificant), are people of Jannah. They will not even hear a low distant sound of
Hell. They will always remain in comfort and bliss. The great terror on the day of reckoning
will not cause them sadness. The angels will welcome them, giving them glad tidings that this
was the day that has been promised to them. All these meanings are found in the statements
of the noble Qur'an.

The noble companions &35 sezdiwere neither Prophets Y. %:0%, nor were they angels that
they be infallible. Some of them had certain mishaps, but to hold this against them is against

the command of Allah and the Prophet Jz5a) 3422001 L5 When addressing the companions

in Strah al-Hadid, Allah Almighty addressed them as two categories, the believers before the
conquest of Makkah and those after the conquest of Makkah, giving superiority to the former
over the latter. Moreover, He stated:
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: And Allah has promised goodness (i.e. Paradise) to all (the
companions of the Prophet.
Along with this, He stated:
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Translation from Kanz al-Iman: And Allah is Aware of your actions.
So, when Allah Almighty has given His ruling of promising them all Paradise without
punishment, but with nobility and reward, then what right does anyone else have to criticise
any affair of theirs? Do those who speak against the companions want to establish an order

independent of Allah?
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