Leaving the Place of Itikaf for Bathroom and Bathing For

Women Due to Intense Healt
Darulifta Ahlesunnat

(Dawateislami)

Question
What do the honourable scholars of Islam say regarding the following: can a woman leave

her place of i‘tikaf (spiritual retreat) to go to the bathroom and bathe due to intense heat?
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The original part of a masjid is the area that has been specified for salah and is religiously
endowed (made wagqf). Adjoined to this original part is the area which is also religiously
endowed for necessities and the benefit of the masjid; this is known as fina’-e-masjid. A man
can enter the bathing area built in fina’-e-masjid to bathe during i‘tikaf, even when it is not
necessary.Entering fina’-e-masjid will not invalidate his i‘tikaf.

A woman, on the other hand, observes i‘tikaf in a specific area in her home referred to as
masjid al-bayt. There is no concept of a masjid al-bayt having fina’ (an appendage).
Therefore, a woman may not leave the masjid al-bayt without necessity. In the scenario
presented in the question, if a woman leaves the masjid al-bayt other than to perform the

obligatory (fard) ghusl, such as to bathe in the heat to cool down, her i‘tikaf will be annulled.

Mufti Amjad ‘Ali al-A‘zami a2z 450V 2s2 5 states, “Fina’-e-masjid is any area outside a
masjid that is attached to it and is used for its necessities, such as a shoe area and a bathing
area. Entering these areas does not invalidate the spiritual retreat.”

Further on, he states, “In this regard, the fina’-e-masjid carries the same ruling as a
masjid.”

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan adzadonaezs states:

Entering madrasas attached to the masjid that are within the masjid’s boundaries, have no
path separating them from the masjid, and only have a wall marking the division between the
courtyards, will not be considered as walking outside the masjid. An individual observing the
spiritual retreat (mu‘takif) can enter such areas because it is as though they are a part of the

masjid.
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Translation: Imam al-Tahawi said the same thing, that the room of the Mother of believers

\gZ2abiges is a part of the masjid. It is stated in Radd al-Muhtar with reference to Bada 'i al-
Sana'i¢ “If a mu‘takif climbs a minaret, it is unanimously agreed upon that his i‘tikaf will

! Al-Fatawa Amjadiyyah, Kitab al-Sawm, vol. 1, p. 399, Maktaba Razawiyyah, Karachi



not be invalidated as a minaret is a part of the masjid. The evidence for this is that everything
which is prohibited in a masjid is also prohibited in a minaret, such as urinating. Hence, it is
like a corner from the corners of the masjid.

d

‘Allamah ¢Ala al-Din al-Haskafi a2z ad01 2525 states:
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Mufti Amjad ‘Ali al-A‘zami 4;559.“3‘&2\4;5 states:

For mu‘takif , there are two excuses to leave the masjid. One is a natural need which cannot
be fulfilled in the masjid, such as the need to defecate; urinate; clean oneself after the former
two; perform wudu; and ghusl, if needed. However, the condition for [allowing one to leave
for] wudu and ghusl is that one is unable to do them in the masjid. In other words,
[permission is only granted] if there is no such thing in the masjid wherein one can gather
the water for wudu or ghusl so that not even a single drop of water falls in the masjid, as it is
impermissible to drop the water of ablution or ghusl in the masjid. However, if there is a
basin etc. available and one is able to perform wudu in it in such a manner that a single drop
does not spill into the masjid, then in this case, it is impermissible for one to leave the masjid.
If one leaves, the i‘tikaf will be invalidated.

Similarly, if there is a place made in the masjid for wudu or ghusl, or if there is a fountain
present there, one will not be permitted to leave the masjid.

The second excuse is a shar‘i need, such as leaving to attend Eid or Jumu‘ah, or going onto
the minaret to call out the azan if accessing the minaret entails going outside. If one can
access the minaret from inside the masjid, then even someone other than muazzin (the one
calling the azan) is permitted to go onto the minaret; permission will not be restricted to the
muazzin in this case.4
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Answered By: Mufti Fuzayl Raza ‘Attari
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