Verbally Expressing Intention For Salah Is This Bidah (An

Innovation)?
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(Dawateislami)
Question
What do the scholars of Islam say about the following matter: Zayd claims a spoken
intention for salah is impermissible, as it is has been classified as bid‘ah (innovation) in the
relied-upon books of Hanafi jurisprudence. Is this correct? Please explain in detail, so others
can be saved from misguidance.
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Intention refers to the will of one’s heart. If one has an intention for something in their
heart and verbally expresses the same, this complements and strengthens the former. This is
not just permissible, but also recommended (mustahabb). Usually, overwhelming thoughts
affect the heart and concentrating upon intention can be difficult, but this can be resolved
through verbally expressing it.

It is wrong of Zayd to say that a spoken intention for salah is impermissible. He has not
understood the ruling for this. Authoritative Hanafi literature clearly describe how it is
desirable for an intention to be verbally expressed. Scholars prefer this, as it strengthens the
inner intention. Some books mention it (verbal intention) to be sunnah. However, this is
interpreted as a sunnah of the saints, their way, or a good action in general.

As far as referring to this as bid‘ah (innovation) is concerned; Hanafi books clarify that itis a
bid‘ah hasanah (good innovation). Itis bidah in the sense that it is not proven from the

Prophet rias '3 3%1241_510\.\2, the Companions &33! ~ezz, or the Tabi ‘in. It is hasanah as it
does not contradict Islamic law, for there is no change in any element of the sunnah. The
intention of the heart is instead supplemented.

Verbal intention strengthens the intention of the heart, making this action desirable and
mustahabb. In this context, the following is found in the Mabsut of Imam al-Sarakhsi,
Hidayah, Irshad Fi al-Figh al-Hanafi Li al-Babarti, Sharh Majma“al-Bahrayn Li Ibn al-Sa‘ati,
Mukhtarat al-Nawazil Li Sahib al-Hidayah, and Tabyin al-Haqa 'ig:'
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In Muhit al-Burhani and Munyat al-Musalli:?

L al-Mabsiit,vol. 1, p. 11, Dar al-Ma‘ifah; al-Hidayah, vol. 1, p. 220; Tabyin al-Haqa 'iq, vol. 1, p. 262, Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah;
al-Irshad Fi al-Figh al-Hanaft, p. 271, Dar al-Samman, Turkiye; Sharh Majma“al-Bahrayn Li Ibn al-Sa ‘ati, vol. 1, p. 526, Mukhtarat
al-Nawazil, p. 91, Maktabah al-Rashad, Istanbul

2 al-Muhit al-Burhani, vol. 1, p. 28, Idarah al-Turath al-Islami, Lebanon; Munyat al-Musalli, p. 169, Dar al-Qalam, Damascus
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In Khulasat al-Fatawa, Fatawa Qadi Khan and Multaqa al-Abhur:?
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Some books contain mention of spoken intention being sunnah. This has been interpreted
as the way of some scholars or any good practice.

In Al-Muhit al-Radawi, Jawharat al-Nayyirah, Al-Jawahir min al-Figh al-Hanafiyyah Li al-
Khawarizmi and Tuhfat al-Mulik:*
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In Imdad al-Fattah:
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In Tanwir al-Absar ma‘a al-Durr al-Mukhtar:s
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Allamah Shami 42z 4113425 explains the meaning of sunnah in this context:
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Imam Ibn Humam a& 2301225 declares this verbal expression to be an innovation, but his
words clearly show the reason he did so, is due to the act of verbal intention not being
transmitted from the Prophet oz 3 a3 aziz 2301 Jes, the Companions Slzs) (-g—“JJ— or the
Tabi ‘in & gz-5. This is not proof of it being reprehensible, as it strengthens the intention of

the heart. Imams after him clarified his opinion was in reference to a good innovation.
In Fath al-Qadir:*
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3 Khulasat al-Fatawa, vol. 1, p. 79; Fatawa Qadi Khan, vol. 1, p. 78; Multaga al-Abhur ma‘ Majma‘al-Anhur, vol. 1, p. 127, Quetta
4 al-Muhit al-Radawi, vol. 1, p. 219, Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah; al-Jawharat al-Nayyirah, vol. 1, p. 48, Egypt; al-Jawahir min al-
Figh al-Hanaftyyah Li al-Khawarizmi, p. 199, Dar al-Samman ; Tuhfat al-Muliik, p. 82, Dar al-Bashd'ir al-Islamiyyah, Beirut

5 Imdad al-Fattah Sharh Nir al-Idah, p. 237, Quetta

6 Radd al-Muhtar ma’a al-Durr al-Mukhtar, vol. 2, p. 114, Quetta



In Durr al-Mukhtar, Zep 3 — “It has been said; verbally expressing intention is an
innovation.”7 Explaining this, it is written in Tahtawi ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, g0, .Lel ol alils
. 8
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Allamah Shami a2z «{14:25 expands on the former statement found in Durr al-Mukhtar
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In Ghunyah Dhawi al-Ahkam:"
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Allamah ‘Ali Qari' 4z adoi2525 said:"
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7 Fath al-Qadir, vol. 1, p. 266, Dar al-Fikr , Beirut

8 Hashiyat Tahtawi ‘ald al-Durr al-Mukhtar, vol. 2, p. 90, Dar al-Kutub al-1Umiyyah
9 Al-Durr al-Mukhtar ma’a Radd al-Muhtar vol. 2, pp. 113,114, Quetta

10 Al-Durar wa al-Ghurar,vol. 1, p. 62, Dar Ihya al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, Beirut

1 Fath Bab al-1Inayah,vol. 1, p. 214, Dar Ihya ' al-Turath, Beirut



