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Question

What do the scholars of Islam say regarding the following matters:

1. What is the ruling regarding recitation of the Quran in graveyards, and conveying its
reward to the deceased?

2. Is reciting the Quran in a graveyard Makruh (disliked) according to Imam Abu Hanifah
wleadndas?

3. A hadith explains how we should recite Siirat al-Bagarah in our homes, and not make
them graveyards (in summary). A certain deduction is then made from this. Some say, when
not reciting the Quran in our homes makes the latter graveyards, this means one cannot
recite the Quran in graveyards at all. What is the reality of such an inference?
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1) Reciting the Quran in a graveyard or seated near a grave, and conveying its reward to the
deceased in the grave and other deceased believers, is permissible without doubt. Its
permissibility is established from the Quran and hadith. Anyone reciting near a grave should
take precaution to not tread or sit on any grave.

Elucidation

Any righteous action a believer performs, whether obligatory or supererogatory, such as
salah, reading the Quran, reciting the kalimah, sending salat upon the Prophet, fasting,
performing hajj, giving zakat, charity, etc., he can transmit its reward to other living or
deceased Muslims. There is no specification of place for this. If a person recites the Quran in
a graveyard, near a grave, at home or in any other place, observing the dictates of Islamic law;
there is no problem in this at all. In fact, the permissibility of reciting at a grave is established
in light of numerous hadith.

In relation to donating charity on behalf of the deceased and their attainment of its reward,
it is mentioned in a hadith of Sahih al-Bukhari:
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Translation: A man mentioned to the Prophet 34 50220145, ‘My mother died suddenly. T

think if she could speak, she would give charity. Will she receive reward if I give charity on
her behalf?” He replied, “Yes.”
The reward of Nafl Salah may also be conveyed. As mentioned in Sunan Aba Dawid, the
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Companion Aba Hurayrah &40 said to those departing for hajj:
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Translation: Who amongst you will guarantee me they shall offer two or four units "of salah”
in Masjid al-‘Ashshar and say, “These are for Aba Hurayrah’?

Commenting on this, the hadith scholar ‘Abd al- Haqq Dihlawi i aliifsss writes:

This highlights how acts of worship at sacred places, and offering salah thereupon, earns
the doer more reward. We also learn it is permissible to donate the reward earned from
physical acts of worship, to others. This is a view held by the majority of scholars. As for
worship involving the expending of wealth, conveyance of its reward is permissible by
agreement.

There are also clear statements relating to recital of the Quran by a graveside. It is narrated

in Sahih al-Bukhari on the authority of the Companion Ibn ‘Abbas 424l es:
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Translation: The Prophet r..\.; a3 %E’AJ.J\UL; passed by two graves and explained, “These two

are indeed being punished, but not for any major sin. One did not protect himself from
droplets of urine, and the other told tales.”

He then took a fresh date tree branch, broke it into two pieces and planted one on each
grave. The Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah! Kindly inform us why you did this.”
He replied, “As long as these two (the branches) do not dry, Allah will lessen the punishment
of these two (the individuals in their graves).”

Imam Nawawi «izal)i&2; comments on this hadith by saying:
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Translation: Scholars have deemed recital of the Quran at a graveside to be a commendable
action, due to this hadith. When the tasbih made by a date tree branch bears hopes of a
lessening in punishment, then hope for the same due to Quranic recitation is of a higher

degree.
In a blessed hadith:
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Translation: Whoever passed a graveyard, recited Sirah al-Ikhlas eleven times and gifted its
reward to the deceased, will be rewarded according to the number of the deceased.

The Companion Ma‘qil b. Yasar 4z4lige; reports, the Messenger of Allah Jusaysafead e
said,
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- “Recite Siirah Ya Sin upon your deceased.”

The grand hadith expert, Mulla ‘Ali Qari’ &k al)ifz;comments on this hadith by saying,
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Translation: It is possible this recital could be beside the dying person whilst they are still

alive, or at their grave.

2) Imam Aba Hanifah 440425 did issue statements expressing his dislike in this regard.
People of knowledge know, however, that many varying viewpoints can be held on a singular
matter in books of jurisprudence. Ultimately, only the strongest and most legally adopted
viewpoints are considered part of a respective school or issue of jurisprudence.

Different views are transmitted concerning recital of the Quran besides a grave. The view of
it being permissible without dislike is conveyed from Imam Muhammad 44325 and
others. It is this view which is preferred and chosen in Hanafi jurisprudence, in light of the
latter’s accepted principles.

Additionally, which type of dislike is intended in the view of Imam Ab@ Hanifah iiadnées?
Clarification of this is not found in any written text. If the intended meaning is makrth
tanzihi (minor dislike), it still means Imam Abi Hanifah 4401425 considered it permissible.
This is because is makriih tanzihi is not included in the categories of impermissible and
haram. If the intended meaning is makrah tahrimi (prohibitive dislike), then it will be
interpreted as meaning the reciter sitting on a grave or there being a stench in the graveyard;
in such a scenario the ruling will be of prohibition. Consequently, if it will not result in an act
prohibited by Islamic law, recital of the Quran near a grave will also be permissible according
to Imam Abi Hanifah «kalniiss.

It is stated in Muhit al-Burhani:
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At another juncture the author writes:
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Precaution should be taken to ensure that one does not step or sit on any grave whilst
reciting. It is stated in Bidayah Sharh al-Hidayah:
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The reason behind Imam Abua Hanifah’s statement has been explained as follows in Majma“
al-Anhur:
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From this, it is apparent the prohibition of reciting the Quran next to graves according to

Imam Abu Hanifah «ali425, is specific to certain scenarios. Outside of those scenarios, it



will be permissible according to him also. Hypothetically speaking, if the ruling of
prohibition applied to every scenario; even then, the preponderant opinion of the Hanafi
school is the absence of dislike.

3) In this hadith, encouragement has been given to recite Strat al-Baqarah in our homes. It
was also mentioned homes should not be made into graveyards. Deriving that reciting the
Quran is not allowed in graveyards entirely from this, is not correct. Rather, the Hadith
depicts just a resemblance. In detail, this means if there is no recital of the Quran in a home,
then it is like a grave in which the deceased do not recite. So do not make your homes empty
of recital in similitude to graves; instead, recite the Quran in them.

The final Prophet Jz ;f.g\‘;g.;l’;ﬁ_njé said,
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“Recite Sirat al-Baqarah in your homes and do not make them into graves.”
Allamah Munawi e 4l 4s35 comments on this hadith by saying:
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(Do not make them into graves) i.e., like graves, empty of dhikr and recitation of the
Quran.
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