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Question
What do Islamic scholars state about the following issue: Zayd is very eager to perform hajj,

so he started saving money and a complete year has passed on it. He is also the owner of
nisab. Will Zaid have to give zakat on the mentioned amount of money as well?
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If the amount in his possession remains equal to the required nisab after any debt and basic

necessities of life are expended upon, it will be obligatory for him to give zakat in the scenario
asked in the question. Fatawa‘Alamgiri explains:
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Shaykh al-Islam wa al-Muslimin, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4.,5.23\.)_!\%.;»5 was once asked a

similar question, which was as follows: “Zayd has saved some money in his eagerness to visit
the Haramayn. In this endeavour he has become the owner of nisab for a year and a half now.
Should he pay sadaqah fitr, zakat and perform qurbani on Eid al-Adha or not?” The imam
replied, “Zakat is obligatory (fard) upon him, whilst sadagah and qurbani are necessary
(wajib).”

Mufti Amjad ‘Ali ‘Azami azal15:2 5 said:

Someone has an amount of money which he is to spend on his basic necessities. He goes on
to spend whatever he spends. If the remaining amount of money is equal to nisab, zakat is
necessary upon it, even if he keeps the remaining amount whilst solely intending to spend it
upon future necessities. If he needs to spend it on said basic necessities of life when the year
is ending, zakat is not necessary to be given.

The erudite mufti also explains how zakat is not an obstacle for hajj:

A liability not demanded by any person is not an obstacle for zakat, such as nadhr, kaffarah,
sadaqah, hajj and qurbani. If their expenses are taken out from nisab and by doing this a
person does not remain the owner of nisab any more, zakah will still remain necessary. These



liabilities are not an obstacle for ‘ushr and khiraj being necessary. Though the person is in
debt, these things will become necessary for him.
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