Can Women Have More Than One Ear Or Nose Piercing?
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(Dawateislami)
Question
What do the scholars of Islam say concerning the following matter: is it permitted for

women to have more than one ear or nose piercing? Having multiple piercings on the nose
or ear is common practice in some places, but is this permissible?
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In Islam, women are not prohibited from adorning themselves as long they remain within
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the boundaries of Islamic law. One method of beautification is to pierce the ears and hang

jewellery from them. During the blessed era of the Prophet okasa)tsaziz a3 des, women
pierced their ears, and he did not forbid them from this. This is what led jurists to declare
this a permissible act.

Women in the time of the Prophet ois3 ?\gvse;zaiﬂjuz did not pierce their noses. When
jurists found woman in various localities piercing their noses as a form of adornment, they
also declared this permissible. Piercing the nose has the same intention of adornment as
piercing the ears, which meant beautification was not restricted to the latter action.

After this preamble, the answer to the question posed is as follows: piercing the nose and
ears and hanging jewellery from them for the purpose of beautification is permissible.

If honourable Muslim women in a region have multiple piercings in their nose or ears, and
hang jewellery from them for the purpose of increasing their beauty; there is no harm in this.
The beautification that is attained from one piercing can also be attained from many
piercings.

The style of adornment differs region to region. In one location it might be common to
pierce the right nostril, some areas may prefer to pierce the left, whilst others may pierce
both. Similarly, some women may have one ear piercing and wear earrings. Others may have
many ear piercings in order to wear more jewellery (this is common in some regions of
Pakistan), with it not being considered an unrefined practice in their respective lands.
Multiple piercings for the purpose of beautification is permissible.

Adopting a style of piercing that is practised by unbelieving women, such as piercing of the
nasal septum and hanging a pendant through; this is not allowed. This practice is not found
amongst upstanding Muslim women. This is because it is prohibited to imitate both
disbelievers and transgressors, and this shall be considered altering the creation of Allah
without the approval of Islamic law, which is totally impermissible.

Yet, there any countless trends and customs across the world. If this type of piercing is
common in an area amongst righteous Muslim women, it is permissible to wear such



piercing in that location. Otherwise, it is impermissible for the reasons mentioned
previously.
Allah states regarding permissible adornment:
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Say you (O Beloved), 'Who has made unlawful the adornment of Allah which He has

brought forth for His bondsmen, and pure sustenance?"
Evidence for piercing the ears can be found from the following hadith:
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‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas reports that the Prophet iz a3 azizadu1 ez offered two units of salah

on Eid. He never offered any units of salah before or after this. He then went to the
womenfolk with Bilal and ordered for them to give charity. A woman took off her earrings

and cast them (into the clothing of our master Bilal Zi.zii_n@;ej ).2
It is written in Fath al-Bari regarding this hadith:®
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Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq and Tabyin al-Haqa 'iq discuss women piercing the ears:
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In Al-Ikhtiyar li Ta‘lil al-Mukhtar:*
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‘Ala’ al-Din al-Haskafi said:
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Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami comments on the above by saying:’
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After citing al-Shami’s text, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan added:
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[ say there is no doubt women having their ears pierced was widespread in the era of the

Prophet oz 3 a3 aziz 2301z, He knew well of this, but did not prohibit it. The pain caused
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by this (piercing the ears) is only for the sake of adornment, and this (piercing the nose) also.
The ruling of both is the same. Permissibility of piercing the nose is established through
textual implication, the knowledge of which is found between mujtahids and non-mujtahids
alike, as proven in its place.®
The permissibility of the style of piercing is dependent upon the societal practices of the
time. If there is no cause of prohibition (like resembling the disbelievers etc.), then there is no
problem in this form of beautification, due to its establishment by way of Dalalat al Nass.
With regards to nose piercings, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan said:
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They are free to choose the right side or left side. This is not a matter of Islamic law. It is
dependent upon the custom of the time, so they can pierce whichever side they wish.’
In relation to the prohibition of altering the creation of Allah, the Quran announces:
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(that is) the established nature by Allah upon which He has created people. Do not change
what Allah has created."”
It is also mentioned in the Quran:
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I swear I will definitely lead them astray, and I will certainly arouse (sinful) desires in

them, and I will definitely order them that they will pierce the ears of animals (this is a ritual
of idol worshippers), and I will definitely order them that they will change the creation of
Allah.” And whoever chooses the Devil for a friend instead of Allah, he has indeed suffered a
manifest loss."!

A hadith in Sahih Muslim explains:
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Allah has cursed women who tattoo and have themselves tattooed, those who pluck hair
from faces and have it plucked, those who make spaces between teeth for beautification, and
those who change what Allah has created."

Women piercing other parts of the body falls under this warning. Allama Badr al-Din al-
‘Aini writes:
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It [tattooing] is the insertion of a needle etc., into the back of the hand or the wrist, or the

lip or other part of the body of a woman until the skin bleeds. Following this, the area is filled
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with antimony, quicklime or indigo. Allah curses the women who do this because it is
changing the original nature of creation.”
Regarding imitating a nation, the Prophet ks 54t 5422 2301 Joa said:
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Whoever imitates a nation is from them."

In Fatawa Razawiyya:

Care should be taken to avoid resemblance with women and transgressors. For example, it
is disliked for a man to wear a shirt with lace trim, even if does not exceed four fingers, due to
its resemblance with the apparel of the transgressors and women. Scholars say if someone
requests for the clothing or footwear of wrongdoers to be made for them (like the apparel of
the naturalists in our time), it is disliked for the tailor or cobbler to fulfil this request, as they
will be abetting sin. This establishes how it is sinful to adopt the attire of sinners."

He further wrote:

The universal principle in relation to clothing is that whichever apparel is the style of
disbelievers, innovators, and transgressors, is disliked or forbidden. In some cases, it can be
an act of disbelief, in accordance with the degree of its specificity to them.'®

In Bahar-i-Shari ‘at:

This hadith is a universal principle. It distinguishes which people should and should not be
imitated in clothing, habits and mannerisms. Resembling the disbelievers and transgressors
is evil, and imitating the pious is praiseworthy. There are levels to this resemblance and each
has a different ruling. Even the least level of imitation of the disbelievers and transgressors is
disliked. Muslims should be distinguishable, and they should not resemble non-Muslims."”
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