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Question

In summary, a hadith found in Sahih Bukhari and other works describes how on the Day of
Judgement, 70,000 members of the Prophet’s nation shall enter Paradise without
accountability. It is mentioned these individuals would not have treated themselves with dam
nor believed in omens, but instead relied upon their Lord entirely.

In context of this, I have two questions I would like to ask the scholars of Islam:

1)What does Islamic law say regarding amulets (ta‘widh) and performing damm (the act of
blowing after reciting invocations)?

2)If it is permissible, what does the aforementioned hadith mean? It appears to be declaring
amulets to be impermissible.

NSRS PP
158015 551 &0 el LB gl el pzan LigaT

In response to the first question: Islamic law allows the usage of amulets and the
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performance of damm. These must consist of Quranic verses, hadith, or words free from any
element of polytheism (shirk). Nothing in them must conflict with Islamic law. Amulets are
impermissible if they contain something which conflicts even in the slightest with Islamic
law, or if what is written within has unknown meaning.

Permissible phrases and words can be used for both amulets and damm. These function as
a form of treatment and means of attaining remedy. The lawfulness of this is established by
the Quran, sunnah, and statements of Islamic scholars.
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And We send down in the Quran that which is a cure and mercy for the believers.!

Commentary on this verse in Ruh al-Ma ‘ant:
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In this extract, Imam Malik «ziz 43113425 says amulets containing the names of Allah can
be suspended from the necks of the unwell as a means of attaining blessing. There is no issue

L Al-Quran, 17:82, Translation from Kanz al-Tman



in this. Yet, mudafa ‘at al- “ayn must not be intended. This maintains the permissibility of
wearing amulets to resolve an issue after it has occurred, like the damm to ward away evil eye
transmitted in the sunnah.

What this does entail is the wearing of an amulet before any issue or calamity even arrives
to be problematic and a source of contention, although this opinion is anomalous.

The Tabi i, Sa‘id b. Musayyib «alliizs considers it permissible for an amulet to comprise

of verses from the Book of Allah, which can then be enclosed in a case etc., and hung from
the neck. He says this should be removed when engaging in sexual intercourse or entering a
bathroom. In terms of wearing this before or during a calamity, he places no restriction or
condition of this kind.

Imam Baqir 422 4dJ13:25 issued permission for children to wear these unrestrictedly. Ibn

Sirin azzadJ13225 also found no issue in a person, whether young or old, taking verses of the
Quran and wearing them around their neck as an amulet. This is universally agreed upon by
people from all eras and lands.?

Some ahadith discussing the permissibility of amulets and performing damm

The final Prophet iz 54l saziz 2301Js noticed signs of evil eye upon a slave girl and said,

“Evil eye has afflicted her, so perform damm for her.”

The Companion ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar &g32abis25 used to form amulets comprising of

prayers and hang them from children’s necks, as evidenced by this hadith in Tirmidhr:
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The Messenger of Allah <3 ;Ags’ségiéi.i_sﬁus said, “When any of you are frightened by
your dream, recite, ‘I take refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the displeasure of Allah,
from punishment, from the evil of His servants, from Satanic whispers and from devils
coming near me.” Certainly, no harm shall then reach you.”

‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar Ggi2abizse5 would teach this prayer to his adolescent children. As for
those of his children who had not yet reached puberty, he would write this upon paper and
hang it from their necks.”™

The Companion Ibn ‘Abbas Ggi2abi 25 narrates:
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2 Tafsir Rith al-Ma%ni, under verse 82, vol. 8, p. 139, published in Beirut
3 Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 1725, Dar al-lhya ' al-Turath al- ‘Arabi, Beirut
4 Jami “al-Tirmidhi, vol. 2, p. 192, published in Karachi



A group of the Prophet’s Companions were once passing by the bank of a river, when they
came across an individual bitten by a snake or scorpion. A resident of the area approached
and asked, “Do any of you perform damm? One of us was bitten by a snake or scorpion.”

One Companion accompanied the resident and they both went to the afflicted individual.

In return for several sheep, he performed damm with Sarat al-Fatiha and the individual
regained his health. The Companion then returned to the others with the sheep. The
Companions initially expressed their displeasure at this by saying, “You have taken financial
renumeration for the Book of Allah.”

When the group returned to Madina, they went to the Prophet oka3sa)tsazizadiije and
explained how one of them took earnings in return for reciting the Quran. The Prophet J-z

ks 5a 542022301 declared, “From everything you take payment for, the Book of Allah is most
rightful.™

2) In response to the second question: The aforementioned proofs establish the
permissibility of amulets comprising of permissible words and actions derived from the
Quran and sunnah, as well as the validity of damm. What is meant by the hadith included in
the question and others of the same kind, which appear to forbid amulets, have been
explained by hadith exegetes. Their findings are hereby enclosed.

i) The types of amulets/damm forbidden are those containing words of polytheism,
disbelief, or disallowed words. If an amulet contains nothing which conflicts with Islamic
law, it is permissible. This is corroborated by a hadith in Sahih Muslim, narrated by the
Companion ‘Awf ibn Malik Ashja‘i 243025
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We performed ruqya during the Days of Jahiliyya. We asked, “O Messenger of Allah! What
do you make of this?” He replied, “Present your damm to me. There is no issue in ruqya, as
long it does not contain polytheism.”

ii) Forbiddance applies to damm etc., that contains blasphemous litanies or words whose
meanings are unknown. Their meanings may amount to outright disbelief. This is what was
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specified in this blessed hadith. Imam al-Nawawi aziz adJi 3425 writes:
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This refers to damm etc., comprising of blasphemous litanies, unknown words, not recited
in Arabic, and whose meaning is undetermined. This is the subject matter discussed "in this
hadith’. This is because possibility exists of this damm containing meanings which amount
to disbelief or draw one close to it. As for damm comprising of Quranic verses or invocations

whose meanings are known, these are not forbidden, but in fact sunnah.”

5 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 854, published in Karachi
6 Sahih al-Muslim, vol. 4, p. 1727, Dar al-IThya al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut
7 Sharh al-Nawawi “ala al-Muslim, vol. 14, p. 168, Dar al-Ihya al-Turath al- ‘Arabi, Beirut



iii) The forbiddance declared in this hadith refer to those who consider amulets etc., to be
efficacious by themselves, whereas it is Allah who creates effect in anything He wishes.
Amulets are a form of means. This forbiddance can also include the things disbelievers
ardently believe to cause effect by themselves.

In Imam NawawT’s exegesis of Sahih Muslim:

525 sl e S daloell sl Lgmdale 30 slgmni skt 505 5 gl

Forbiddance is for those who consider things to harbour efficacy and "power to” benefit in
and of themselves, just as many thought about certain items during the Days of Jahiliyya.®

In Mirqat al-Mafatih, Fayd al-Qadir, Fath al-Bari and other works:
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Tama'im is the plural form of tamima, and this refers to amulets formulated in the Days of
Jahiliyya, which contained Satanic names and undetermined words.

[t can also refer to charms, which the people of Arabia would tie around their children’s
necks, believing them to hold intrinsic power of effect in warding off evil eye. Islam declared
this false, as nothing can bring benefit or ward away troubles without Allah causing it to.’

iv) Narrations forbidding damm refer to those based on Satanic wordings, magic, or an
action performed to perpetrate something impermissible, such as causing rift between a
married couple etc. Imam Nawawi explains:
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Al-Qadi ‘Iyad aXz4J015525 mentions how besides the relative hadith of Sahih Muslim,

there is a hadith in which the Prophet ~s3 a3 aziz 2301 Jes was once asked about nushra
(blasphemous litanies and magic). He declared this to be linked to Satan.

The qadi then mentioned how nushra was famously known amongst the Ahl al-Ta"zim,
and it acquired its name from how it separates a wife from her husband.

He also said the forbiddance "of damm" is implemented upon these things (blasphemous
litanies and magic), as they are neither the dhikr of Allah nor reputed mubah actions.”"

v) Another point to consider: amulets were once disallowed, but permission was later
issued for them to be formulated provided they comprise of valid wordings. In other words,
narrations detailing forbiddance were abrogated, and narrations issuing permissibility are

their abrogators.

The Companion Jabir ai2aJdligse5 narrates,

8 Ibid
9 Mirgat al-Mafatih, vol. 8, p. 255, published in Quetta
10 Sharh al-Nawawi ‘ald al-Muslim, vol. 14, pp. 168-169, Dar al-Ihya al-Turath al- Arabi, Beirut
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The Messenger of Allah s 540 54824001 J "initially” forbade damm. The family of ‘Amr b.
Hazm came to him and said, “We have a damm we recite for (whoever is stung by) a
scorpion.” They presented it to the Messenger of Allah vz s fg“se.zféiiikié, and he replied, “I do
not see any issue in this. Whoever from you can benefit his brother should do so.”"!

In the exegesis of Sahih Muslim:
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Initially there was prohibition, which was abrogated and turned into permissibility. Islamic law
affirmed and maintained this permission.12
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1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 1726, Dar al-Ihya al-Turath al- ‘Arabi, Beirut
12 Sharh al-Nawawi ‘ald al-Muslim, vol. 14, p. 168, Dar al-Ihya al-Turath al- ‘Arabi, Beirut



