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Question

What do the scholars of Islam say regarding the following matter: to grow rice, good quality
seeds are used. Sometimes the landowner possesses standard quality rice, but they cannot be
used as seeds, so he approaches another landowner or shopkeeper and requests they give him
good quality rice in exchange for his normal quality rice, so he can use them as seeds. They
then exchange the rice disproportionately. For example, if there are 40 kilos of good quality
rice, then 60 kilos of standard quality rice are given in exchange for them.

The question is: is this method of trade is considered valid according to Islamic law? If it is
not valid, please provide a permissible alternative for this, as this method is commonly
utilised among landowners, and they have a need for this too.
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Trading rice for rice disproportionately, due to being usurious, is severely impermissible,
haram and a sin, even if there is a difference in their quality.

There are two causes for usury:

Qadr (Amount) - the items being sold are makili or mawzini (makili is something sold by
volumetric measure, and mawzini is that which is sold by weight).

Genus (Genus): Being of the same type.

If both causes are found in a transaction, disproportion and deferred payment are both
haram. If neither of them is found, then selling the item disproportionately or on credit will
both be halal. If one of them is found but the other is not, then disproportion is permitted
but credit is haram.

If we look at rice being sold for rice, then both amount and genus are found: genus due to
both items being rice, and amount because they are sold by weight. It will be haram to sell
them disproportionately in accordance to the method mentioned in the question. Likewise,
credit (e.g. when selling rice for rice, one party hands over the rice and the other party defers
the rice) is also haram.

It should be noted that the difference in the quality of the rice will not be considered here.
This is because when amwal ribawiyyah (those items which when sold disproportionately
result in usury, such as rice and wheat) are exchanged for one another, as per the hadith,
their quality being good or poor will not be taken into consideration, but their weight
instead.

Exchanging rice for rice disproportionately is a haram and usurious trade.

Allah’s Messenger shasaltsazizadli s declared:
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Gold for gold, silver for silver, dates for dates, wheat for wheat, salt for salt, and barley for
barley, should be sold like for like. He who gave or took extra has engaged in usury.'
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Elucidating the legal causes of usury, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan az{zalJiZs25 explained:
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All our scholars 4331 24s=5 have openly stated that the legal causes for the impermissibility
of usury are the specified amount i.e. measure or weight, along with oneness in genus. If
these two legal causes (amount and genus) are found, both surplus and credit are haram, and
if neither of them is found then both are lawful. If one of them is found, giving a surplus is
lawful but credit is haram. This is a rule which never breaks, and all rulings pertaining to the
chapter of usury revolve around it.?

It is weight which will be considered in amwal ribawiyyah, not quality. In Majma“al-
Anhur?

el pmalgzn, sla et Sl eie o5 (L slaca VDU b lomsicizms 253130 (e 2 Mookl s 552 Y )

Imam Ahmad Raza Khan a3z a3J15525 wrote about this: “And Islamic law has disregarded
quality in amwal ribawiyyah, so their being of good quality or poor quality is the same.”

There are various ways in which this can be carried out in a permissible manner, as
mentioned below:

One genus should be purchased for another genus. For example, instead of selling rice for
rice, the rice should be sold for wheat or something else. In this case, due to the genus being
different, it will be permissible to sell it disproportionately. It is still necessary for the
exchange to take place jointly; if one party decides to defer payment, it will become
impermissible.

If one wishes to buy something of a particular genus with something of the same genus,
such as rice for rice, then the one who has less rice should offer another thing alongside the
rice, like wheat or cash, even if it is a small amount. For example, if 40 kilos of rice are being
sold for 60 kilos of rice, then the 40 kilos of rice will be in exchange for the other 40 kilos of
rice, and the extra 20 kilos of rice given by one party will be in exchange for the wheat or cash
offered by the other.

Another method is to utilise money. For example, he who has good quality rice should first
purchase 60 kilos of the lower quality rice for a specific amount, taking possession of the rice
and handing over the cash to the other person. Once this initial transaction has taken place,
the other individual should then purchase 40 kilos of the higher quality rice with that money.

1 Jami “ al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 533, Published in Eqypt

2 Fatawa al-Razawiyyah, vol. 17, p. 446, Raza Foundation, Lahore
3 Majmu “ al-Anhur, vol. 2, p. 89, published by Dar Ihya ' al-Turath
4 Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 17, p. 324, Raza Foundation, Lahore



By doing this, both of their objectives will be achieved and there will be no usury involved
either.

Proof for the permissibility of the first case: The final Prophet of Allah a5 4z ain Js
a3 said:
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Gold for gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, barley for barley, dates for dates, and salt
for salt, should be bought and sold in the same amounts and at the same price. If these differ,
then buy and sell as you wish, provided that the exchange is hand-to-hand.’

Proof for the permissibility of the second case: In Al-Hidayah, the renowned work of
Hanafi jurisprudence:®
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Proof for the permissibility of the third case: The Companions Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri and
Aba Hurayrah &gtz 410125 narrate:
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Translation:Indeed, the Messenger of Allah .z 3 aJis aztz 230 Jz appointed a man as
governor of Khaybar and sent him there. He returned with some good quality dates. The
Prophet sz 54l 54282 2301 Joa asked, “Are all the dates of Khaybar like this?” He replied, “O
Messenger of Allah! By Allah, this is not the case! We purchase one sa‘ of these for two sa‘,
and two sa‘ for three sa.” The Prophet r:izse’\gs’ségfei\i.mfu declared, “Do not do this! First

sell the lower quality dates for dirhams, then purchase good quality dates with those

dirhams.”

After citing hadith like this, Mufti Amjad ‘Ali al-A‘zami az{zadJ13525 said:
These two hadiths make it clear that the matter is the same; they wished to purchase good
quality dates, but they did so by handing over more of their own dates, which is usury. If they

sell their dates for money and then purchase the good quality dates (with that money), this is
permissible.®
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