The Ruling Regarding Wiping After Touching The

Imamah, Headsearf Or Tap With Wet Hands
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Question
What do the scholars of Islam say regarding the following matter: If we moisten our hands
with water and then touch something prior to wiping the head, such as when closing the tap
or moving the headscarf, do we have to wash our hands again or can we wipe (mash) without
doing so?
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Before explaining the answer, let us understand some principles in relation to wiping
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(Masah). This will allow us to understand the issue easily:

Definition of wiping in wuda: Wiping wet hands over the parts that have been commanded
to be wiped. The hands should be wet; whether this wetness remained on the hands from
washing the limbs or whether the hands are washed again, it is sufficient in both scenarios.

If that moisture is used, for example, if one wets the hands and uses them to wipe a limb,
these hands cannot now be used to wipe something else.

If wiping did not take place after wetting the hands, but something else was touched instead
(e.g. tap, imamah or headscarf), and the hands are still wet, they can be used for wiping. If
the wetness no longer remains after touching, then they will need to be moistened again prior
to wiping. Jurisprudential books mention in relation to wiping the ears that if the hands were
wet and one touched something, they can still be used for wiping as long as moisture is upon
them. If not, they must be wetted again.

After this preface, the ruling regarding the above-mentioned scenario is clear. If wetness
still remains after wetting the hands for wiping and touching something, such as a tap,
‘imamah or headscarf, they can be used for wiping. (Generally speaking, the wetness remains
after touching the tap, etc., so wiping will be valid).

If the wetness no longer remains after touching the imamah or headscarf, the hands will
need to be washed again for wiping.

The definition of wiping as mentioned in al-Halabi al-Kabir is:
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Whether the hands are placed in a vessel of water or wet due to washing the limbs, both are

sufficient.
It is stated in Fatawa ‘Alamgiri:

1 Al-Halabr al-Kabir, Kitab al-Taharah, p. 15
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Fatawa Qadi Khan contains the following explanation of when wiping can be performed
with wetness and when it cannot:
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After citing this ruling from Qadi Khan, ‘Allamah Ibn Nujaym al-Misri azlzailiZs25 said:
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It written in al-Durr al-Mukhtar regarding wiping the ears:
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This condition only applies if the wetness no longer remains after touching one’s ‘imamah.
‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami <z4li4;5 says in this regard:
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According to a narration, the final Prophet ok 54154282 2X31 . moistened his hands again
before wiping his ears. The reason for this has been explained in al-Lubab fi Sharh al-Kitab:
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