Long Distance Travel To Another City With The

Intention Of a 15 Day Stay
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Question
What do the scholars of Islam say about someone who travels 92km or more to another

location, for a 15-day stay? Will he shorten his prayers during this time? Someone who
travels to Makkah, Madinah, or Baghdad, and intends a 15-day stay away from home; how
will they pray until they arrive at their destination?
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If someone travels the defined Sharia distance, i.e., 92km or more with the intention of a
15-day stay, then as soon as he crosses the populated area of his city, he will be a traveller.
This traveller state will remain until he reaches his destination. During his journey, as soon
as he passes the populated area until he enters the boundary of his destination, all four-unit
mandatory prayers will be shortened to two. When he crosses the boundary of his destination
city, he will become a resident due to his intention of a minimum 15-day stay, and the ruling of
shortening specific prayers will no longer apply, even if he has not reached the actual place of
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residence.
[t is stated in al-Mabsut of Imam al-SarakhsTt”:
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It is mentioned in al-Hidayah:
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Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4z4ls425 answers a question in al-Fatawa al-Razawiyyah, saying:

When Zayd left his homeland with the intention of travelling to that city, as soon as he left
the limits of his settlement, shortening the prayer became necessary (wajib) upon him. He
will shorten it throughout the journey. Upon arrival, if he does not intend to stay there for 15
days or more, rather he intends to return in less than 15 days, or move on to another
location, then this shortening will continue during his stay. If residence is intended [15 days
or more] there, then shortening will only apply enroute. As soon as he crosses the boundary
of the destination city, he will cease shortening.’

It is written in Bahar-i-Shari‘at:

1 Al-Mabsdt Ii al-Sarakhsi, vol. 1, p. 235
2 Al-Hidayah, vol. 2, p. 101
3 Al-Fatawa al-Razawiyyah, vol. 8, p. 258, Raza Foundation, Lahore



The ruling of the traveller applies as soon as one passes the settlement boundary; if in the
city, then its limits, if in a village, then its perimeter. For city folk, it is important that they
cross suburbs attached to the city too.*
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Ref No: FAM 048

Date: 27th Muharram al-Muharram/15th August 2023

Dar-ul-IftaAhlesunnat (Dawat-e-Islami)

]

www.daruliftaahlesunnat.net @ daruliftaahlesunnat @ DaruliftaAhlesunnat
E] Dar-ul-ifta AhleSunnat feedback@daruliftaahlesunnat.net

4 Bahar-i-Sharfat, part. 4, p. 742, Maktabat al-Madinah, Karachi



