Why Viewing Quran When Reciting Is Better Than

Reciting By Heart? Can You View It In An Impure State?
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Question
What do the scholars of Islam say about the following two matters:
1.Can someone who is in the state of major ritual impurity (which necessitates ghusl) look
at the Quran intending to earn reward?
2.1t is said that looking at the Quran whilst reciting it is better than reciting it by heart. Why
is this? Will this be the case in every situation?
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A man or woman, who is in the state of major ritual impurity, can look at the Quran
without touching it. If they intend to earn reward, they shall be rewarded. Looking at the
Quran is described as the right of the eyes in Hadith. Let it be clear, one who needs ghusl, due
to major ritual impurity, is not permitted to recite the Quran even from memory.

Looking at the holy Quran is an act of worship. The Companion Sayyiduna Aba Sa‘id s
4:2250 narrates that the final Prophet rﬁ&;;«gv@;ﬁm@; said:
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“Grant your eyes their share of worship.” It was asked, “O Messenger of Allah, what is their
share of worship?” He declared, “Looking at the Quran, reflecting upon it, and
contemplating its wonders.”

Regarding he who is in the state of major ritual impurity, it is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Regarding this, it is mentioned in Fatawa Shamt:
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Mufti Amjad ‘Ali al-A‘zami a4 5 says:

There is no harm if all of them (one without wudi’, one in need of ghusl, women during
menses/lochia) look at the Quran, even if they view the words and understand them, but read
in their mind.’

2. Reading the Quran whilst looking upon it has been declared as better than reading from

memory in various narrations. This is because the former involves looking at the Quran and
touching it too, both being acts of worship. Commentators of hadith Have declared this

1 Shufab al-iman Ii al-Bayhaqi, vol. 2, p. 348, published by Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah
2 Al-Durr al-Mukhtar wa Radd al-Muhtar, vol. 1, p. 349, published in Quetta.
3 Bahar-i-Shariat, vol. 1, part 2, p. 327, published by Maktabat al-Madinah



excellence based on a general state in which there is no increase in inner humility, whether
one is reading directly or from memory.

Otherwise, if reading from memory increases one’s humility then this will be better, for in
worship the real standard is that of inner humility.

It is reported in Mishkat al-Masabih with reference to Shu‘ab al-Iman, that the beloved

Prophet Jz5a) saeadulJos said:
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Reciting the Quran without the mushaf is a thousand grades, and reading the Quran whilst
looking at the mushaf is increased upon that to two thousand degrees.*

Imam Daylami 4z 3118425 reports that the beloved Prophet pizsatsafeadl Ls said:
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The excellence of reciting the Quran whilst looking at it over the one who recites it from
memory, is like the virtue of the obligatory action upon the voluntary.

‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Ra'af al-Munawi aziz 4312525 mentions below this narration:
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Regarding the narration found in Mishkat, Allimah ‘Ali al-Qari aziz 13225 writes:
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Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Dihlawi Aslég-."'b*i;;)’ writes:
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It is stated in Fatawa Qadi Khan:
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Mufti Amjad ‘Ali al-A‘zami aziz a0\ 225 says:
Reading the Quran by looking at it is better than reciting from memory, as it involves
looking, reading, and touching it. These are all acts of worship."’

4 Mishkat al-Masabih, vol. 1, p. 666, al-Maktabat al-Islami

5 Al-Ghara'ib al-Multagatah min Musnad al-Firdaws Ii Ibn Hajar, vol. 5, p. 997
6 Fayd al-Qadir Sharh al-fimF al-Saghir, vol. 4, p. 575

7 Mirqat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, vol. 4, p. 372

8 Lama‘at al-Tanqgih Sharh Mishkat-al-Masabih, vol. 4, p. 572

9 Fatawa Qadi Khan, vol. 1, p. 146, printed in Karachi

10 Bahar-i-Shariat, vol. 1, part. 3, p. 550, printed by Maktabat-al-Madinah
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