Can Someone’s Debt Be Paid Without Their Permission
Darulifta Ahlesunnat

(Dawateislami)
Question
What do the scholars of Islam say about the following:

A man is in debt and unable to pay it back. Will his debt be cleared if someone repays it for
him without his permission?
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It is permissible to pay someone’s debt without the permission of the debtor. In this
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scenario, the debt will be paid, and the act of clearing the debt is a good deed for which there
is hope of reward.

[t is stated in Majma“al-Damanat: jlsx,slnsne s a3y, — “If someone pays the debt of
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another without the debtor’s request, this action is permitted.
Shaykh Zayn al-Din, Ibn Nujaym al-Hanafi adzad015525 said: LontewyKtpelmioslasol ol o sy,
- “If someone clears the debt of a living person, without the debtor’s request, he will be
deemed as having performed a rewardable action.”
Paying off a debt without the consent of the debtor will clear the debt.
Regarding this, it is stated in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah’:
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Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4z aX14:25 explains:

Whether Sayyid Muhammad Ahsan paid off this debt with his own money or borrowed
money, it was a debt on one brother, which another paid off of his own accord. He showed
good conduct with his brother, for which there is hope of reward. However, there is no
entitlement of recompense; so a person who shows good conduct cannot demand
reimbursement. Books of jurisprudence have explicitly stated on this issue that whoever clears the
debt of another, without the debtor requesting him to do so, will not have the money returned to
him.

It is mentioned in ‘Uqud al-Durriyyah: s,elaasne s 239 WS s dear sl s Ve — “Someone
who does an act of kindness cannot demand for the return of that which he contributed; like
someone clearing another’s debt without his request.”
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Answered By: Mufti Abu Muhammad Ali Asghar Attari
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