Can The Khateeb Prohibit People From Coming Forward During

The Sermon
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Question

What do Islamic scholars and Muftis say about the situation I am facing as the Imam
of a Jami’ Masjid? Occasionally, individuals enter the Masjid during the sermon and
attempt to move forward by stepping over others' necks. Despite no space, they end up
sitting between rows, causing discomfort to many. This disrupts both the listening and
delivery of the sermon. Consequently, there are instances when, during the sermon, I
admonish such individuals not to move forward but to sit in their current position.

The question is whether it is permissible for the Khateeb to admonish in this manner
during the sermon, and such an action requires the sermon to be repeated. There is a
belief that the sermon is akin to Salah. Please provide guidance on this matter.
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While it is Makruh (disliked) for the Khateeb to engage in unnecessary discourse
during the sermon, it is unquestionably permissible for him to exhort towards
righteousness and discourage evil, even if done in Urdu or any other language. This
does not nullify the sermon, and there is no ruling to repeat it because, in this context, it
differs from Salah.

The prohibition of individuals who cause harm by stepping over the necks of others is

validated by the blessed actions of the Greatest and Final Prophet f.ia;a'\gf;é;&émjv;. Itis
stated in Sunan Ibn Majah:

ww\ﬁewm%&wW&Uﬂcmdjwnwd\rﬁM\&JB’\—?;QT‘&\MQ@#O&
USR] PSSR -V EA W PR WO PO

Translation: Hazrat Jabir bin Abdullah zz4ie5 narrates that during a Friday sermon, a

person entered the Masjid while the Beloved Prophet ,.k;a'\gf;é;lzw&; was delivering the
sermon. This individual began to step over the necks of the people (to come forward).
So, the Greatest and Final Prophet ,.L:;?J/rsgglzm&z said, ‘Sit down (there). You have

caused harm to people and have arrived late’.Sunan ibn-e-Maja vol. 1, p. 354, Daar-e-Ihya™-ul-
Kutub-ul-Arabiya)(Sahih Ibn-e-Hibban vol. 7, p. 29)(Sunan-e-Abi dawood vol. 1, p. 292)

Hakim has cited this event from Sayyiduna Abdullah bin Busr &:4i¢e5 in Mustadrak
and said:
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Translation: This Hadith is authentic as per Imam Muslim and the Shaykhayn il

have not narrated it.(A/ Mustadrak Ala Sahihain vol. 1, p. 424, Dar-ul-Kutub Ilmiya)
Talking by Khateeb while the sermon is being delivered does not invalidate the
sermon to be recited again.



Allamah Alauddin Abu Bakr bin Masood Kasani «Jz40Ui3:25 has written:
uﬂu\p«fuwwsmw@%gw\mywﬁjwmu@ﬁmﬁjw@aaﬁj

(Bada "7 Al Sana "7 vol. 1, 265, Daar-ul Kutub)

Allamah Haddadi «Jz413:25 has said:
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(Al-Jawharah al-Nayyirah, vol. 1, p. 89)

While talking by the Khateeb during the sermon is considered Makruh, as the sermon
is structured similarly to the Azan and talking disrupts this order, it is important to

note that calling towards righteousness and forbidding from evil is an integral part of
the sermon. Therefore, such communication is not even considered Makruh.

Therefore, Allamah Alauddin Abu Bakr bin Masood Kasani aiz4b1i35 writes:

NPT g P ISR PENFEN S W P PSS EL B SNUCT NSRS TACSY
TIORGOS PP H IR SN MU E N VRS AT PN USRS
o g S0 e o e plgd idosell o Ve Lol 5oy

Similarly, it is stated in Fath al-Qadeer, Nahr al-Faiq, Hindiyyah, Durr Mukhtar and
Radd al-Muhtar.
Mohaqqiq Alal-Itlaaq Ibn Humam «z.{425 has said:
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(Fath-ul-Qadeer Sharah Al Hidaya, vol. 2, P. 60, Daar-ul-Fikr, Beirut) (Al Fatawa Hindiyya, vol. 1, p. 147,
Daar-ul —fikr, beirut)

Sheikh al-Islam, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan .35 has said: Indeed, during the

sermon, for instance, if a Hindi-speaking individual is observed in an impermissible act,
like walking or using a fan and he is not familiar with Arabic, it is permissible to
admonish him in Urdu. This is because fulfilling this necessity in this manner is
appropriate.(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 8, p. 472, Raza Founditioan, Lahore)

It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at: “Talking during the sermon is Makruh, but it is not

prohibited for the Khateeb to call towards righteousness or forbid from evil.” (Bahar-e-
Shariat, vol. 1, part. 4, p. 769, Maktaba-tul-Madinah, karchi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger r.uyuwmuu knows best.)
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