Will Everyone Be Unclothed on the Day of Judgment?
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about
the following: We have heard that everyone will be unclothed on
the day of judgment. Is this correct? If so, will the same be said for

the Prophet »\.Ji.ek, Blessed companions g Ja3aii 2, Great Awliya
Mduaﬁ‘b)?
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The Blessed Hadith states that the people will be naked and
uncircumcised on the day of judgment. However, the Prophet ..

~.Ji, Blessed companions gsddai 2, and Great Awliya ngde el <bide

will be clothed by the mercy of Allah. The narration about being
unclothed concerns the common people. The special believers will
be clothed on the day of Judgment.

Both types of narration can be found about the day of judgment.
In some places, it has generally been mentioned that the people will
be naked, whereas other narrations prove that some special people
will be clothed. Thus, both types of narration and their
interpretations mentioned by the Scholars of Hadith are discussed
below.

Narration regarding being unclothed:
Ameer Al-Mumineen Fil-Hadith, Imam Muhammad B. Ismail

Bukhari akJ\s3atia-, (D. 256 AH/870 CE) narrated that The Intercessor
of the Ummah & said:
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Translation: “You all will be raised barefoot, naked, and
uncircumcised on the day of judgment.” Aisha e 3t ) says that |



said: O, Messenger of Allah &, will the men and women look at each
other? He said, “The situation will be too severe for them to care

about that (looking at each other).”
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 8, p. 110, Publ. Dar Tawq Al-Najah, Beirut)

From this narration, we get to know that all people will be
unclothed and barefoot on the day of resurrection but from the next
two narrations, we get to know that some people will be clothed
after being resurrected.

Thus, Imam Abu Dawood Suleiman B. Ash’as SajistaniadsJJahias,

(D. 275 AH/ 889 CE) and many other Muhaditheen (scholars of Hadith)
have narrated the following narration:
dﬁ)\&wcgﬁ\d}m)wJwﬁ‘wabuul&:‘uﬂ\o&uwiQ;_;.-X?J‘HWL;STL;Q
b s Aald gemmealolidstphesads
Translation: Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri narrates that when death

approached him, he called for new clothes and wore them. Then he
said, | heard The Messenger of Allah # say: “The deceased will be

resurrected wearing the clothes he passed away in.”
(Sunan Abi Dawood, Vol. 3, p. 190, Publ. Al-Maktabah Al-‘Asriyah, Beirut)

Allamah Jalal-Uddin Al-Suyuti ade S atia-, (D. 911 AH/1505 CE)

narrates an Asar (narration) from Umar Farooq asJls3ahi .
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Translation: Have good shrouds for your deceased as they will be

raised with them on the day of judgment.
(Al-Budur Al-Safirah Fi Ahwal Al-Akhirah, p. 118, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al- ‘Ilmiyah,
Beirut)

Interpretations and Conciliations:
Some interpretations are mentioned below:

(1) The Ahadith mentioned are concerning two different
groups

Imam Abu Bakr Bayhaqi assJSabia, (D. 458 AH/1066 CE) while

joining between both narrations, writes that the words of the
Hadith don’t consist of Hasr (limitation). Therefore, each narration
refers to different groups, meaning that one group will be clothed,



and another group will be unclothed. Thus, it is narrated in Al-
Budoor Al-Safirah Fi Ahwal Al-Akhirabh:
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Translation: Indeed, some will be resurrected naked, and some

will be resurrected clothed.
(Al-Budur Al-Safirah Fi Ahwal Al-Akhirah, p. 118, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al- ‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)

(2) Opposition in Hadith is a cause for difference in the place of their
application

Imam Abu Bakr Bayhaqi a.s 44~ mentions another possible
interpretation of both Hadith. The first Hadith stating (s} <:l~) is for

the place the judgment will take place. The second Hadith is for
when the people will be resurrected from their graves. It will be
such that they will be clothed i.e. shrouded as is in the narration of

Umar Farooq axJla3ah 5. But due to the terror of the judgment, their

shrouds will fall off and they will become naked. It is stated in this
exact book:

Translation: They will be resurrected from their graves wearing
what they died in. Then because of the terror, their clothes will fall
off in the beginning. Then they will be gathered while naked. (This
won't be the case for everyone either. The special bondsmen of

Allah will be adorned with beautiful clothing).
(Al-Budur Al-Safirah Fi Ahwal Al-Akhirah, p. 118, Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al- ‘Ilmiyah,
Beirut)

(3) The word _\ (clothing) refers to actions

Hafiz Ibn Hajr Asqalani Shafi’l age\s34bia-, (D. 852 AH/1449 CE) has

mentioned an interpretation that here, clothes mean our actions.
The meaning would be that on the day of Judgment being unclothed
would be in such a way that some Book of Deeds will be emptied of
all good deeds whereas others will be filled with them. Thus, he
extracts this from the verse of the Holy Quran and says:
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Translation: Some scholars have taken _L: in the meaning of J«s

Py

as is in the verse %2 &3 54521 W5 and the clothing of righteousness

is better.”
(Fath Al-Bari Sharah Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 11, Chapter of Resurrection, p. 383, Publ. Dar
al-M’arifah, Beirut)

A proof of the righteous bondsmen being adorned in

outstanding clothing
The verses of the Quran and the blessed Ahadith have mentioned

the honorable state of the pious and righteous at the time of
resurrection. Thus, Allah Almighty has stated:
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Translation from Kanz-ul-‘Irfan: (Remember) The Day We will

gather the righteous towards the Infinitely Gracious as guests.
(Para 16, Surah Maryam, Verse 85)

The exegeses have stated many Hadith in the explanations of this
verse which state that the god-fearing, pious, and obedient
bondsmen will be raised in an honorable manner. Thus, those
narrations also inform us that when they are being resurrected,
‘Nori” angels will come to welcome them, give them glad tidings,
and grant them unique heavenly she-camels with gold palanquins
and reins made of Zabarjad (peridot gemstone). They will be given
footwear, and their shoelaces will illuminate till the limits of their
sight. Allah will not aftlict upon them the ,.5vl¢ ;2 (greatest

tribulation).

When Allah has honored them with such a resurrection, will he
not grant them garments with which they can cover their bodies,
even though covering the body holds more significance than
vehicles and footwear? Through this, we understand that they will
undoubtedly be given garments. This is supported by a narration of
Jami’ Al-Usool in which the Messenger & said that [ will be the first
to rise from my grave and [ will immediately be adorned with



heavenly garments. This is stated in Jami’ Al-Tirmizi, Mishkat Al-
Masabeeh, and Jami Al-Usool (the following words from Al-Jami
narrated by Al-Tirmizi):

Translation: I am the first one for whom the ground will be split (I

will be the first to be resurrected from the graves) then I will be

adorned with a garment from the garments of Jannabh.
(Jami’ Al-Usool, Vol. 8, p. 528, Publ. Dar Al-Bayan)

Faqih A’zam, Abu Al-Khayr, Mufti Muhammad Noor-Ullah Na’eemiaiiz..
ade S (D. 1403 AH/1982 CE) writes:
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Translation: The statement of ;| <:le~ is for the Ummah, which makes clear

that the Blessed Prophets .y.Jik are excluded. By the grace of Allah, they

(The prophets) will be clothed and honorary garments will be given to them
as per their ranks. In conclusion, this Hadith shows that the Ummati will be

naked (but the special believers will not).
(Fatawa Nooriyah, Vol. 5, p. 125, Publ. Dar Al-Uloom Hanafiyah Fareediyah, Basirpur)

After a few pages, he wrote:
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Translation: It becomes crystal clear from many verses and
Mutawatir Ahadith (widely transmitted Hadith) that the Blessed

Sahabah and Awliyah g3 2, will be resurrected while being



clothed as they all are “,¢ = .«.." (favored upon). These personalities

having special closeness and the company of the Prophet -.Jix.s is

proven by the explicit verses of the Holy Quran. Part 5, Ruku’ 6
states: “And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will be with
those upon whom Allah has bestowed Grace: the Prophets and the
exceedingly truthful and the martyrs and the righteous; and how
excellent these companions are!” This closeness and companionship
show that they will be clothes in the company of the Prophets,
especially because they all are either from the Siddigeen, Shuhada,

or Saliheen (Truthful, martyrs, or righteous).
(Fatawa Nooriyah, Vol. 5, p. 129, Publ. Dar Al-Uloom Hanafiyah Fareediyah, Basirpur)

Conclusion of the Matter:
The Blessed Prophets 3.8l ngde, COMpanions pgeJlad il e,

Female Companions .¢=Jla3abi 25, Honorable Awliya, Siddiqueen,

Martyrs i dulaiiie,, and the pious bondsmen of Allah will be

adorned in unique garments. As for the narrations of the people
being unclothed, the intent is the general Ummati. But even then,
that doesn’t mean that others will see their Sitr with a bad gaze.
Rather, the terror of the judgment will not leave the eyes capable
enough to see the Sitr of others ignoring their state and outcome.
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger PJW?\JSM&M\L}\@

knows best.)
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