Ruling on Renting and Utilizing Masjid Waqf Shops and

Resources
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the
following:

(1) How much should a Masjid's Waqf shop be rented out for? Can
the shop be rented out for less than the customary amount?

(2) Can the supervisor himself rent the Waqf shop?

(3) Can one use the Masjid's motor to sprinkle water in front of his
own shop if he will pay the bill for it?

(4) Can one use the Masjid’s water coolers (which are for those
who come to pray) to fill his bottles to take home?
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(1) It is permissible to rent out the Waqf shops for ‘Ujrat Misl’
(the market rate for similar shops is in that area). It is
impermissible for the committee to rent out the Waqf shops for less
than the market value. If they do so, even then the renter must pay
the market value amount every month.

(2) It is impermissible for the caretaker to rent the Waqf shops
himself or rent them out to his father or children. However, if the
supervisor pays more than the market rate amount himself or rents
it to his father or children for more than the market rate, it is
permissible.

(3) It is impermissible to use the Masjid’s motor for personal use,
such as sprinkling its water in front of their house or shops, even if
he says that he will pay the bill. This is because the supplies of the
Masjid are specifically for the Masjid’s needs. Using them for
anything other than that is impermissible and a sin. The jurist even
say that using the lanterns of the Masjid in one’s own house is
impermissible.

(4) Filling water bottles with the Masjid’s coolers and taking the
bottles home is impermissible and a sin. Therefore, it is an



obligation for those who do such to repent and pay compensation
for the electricity and water they use.

The Waqf shops must be rented out for the market rate. Thus, it is
stated in Majma’ Al-Anhur:
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(Majma’ Al-Anhur, Book of Ijarah, vol. 2, p. 370, Publ. Beirut)
It is stated in Bahr Al-Raiq:
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(Bahr Al-Raiqg, Book of Waqf, vol. 5, p. 256, Publ. Dar Al-Kitab Al-‘Islami)
It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at:
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Translation: The Awqaf (waqf properties) should be rented out
for the market price, i.e. renting out a house for less than the
customary rent of such houses in that area or renting out farmlands
for less than the common value of such farmlands is impermissible.
Even if the one who receives the income of the Waqf is willing to
give the Waqf for less than the market value, he isn’t permitted to. If
the Mutawali (the in charge of waqf) rents it out for less than the
market value, the renter must pay the market price. The same ruling

is if the rent amount wasn’t discussed at all. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, vol. 2, p.
589, Publ. Maktaba-tul-Madinah, Karachi)

The supervisor can’t rent the Waf shops for himself unless he
rents it for more than the market value. It is stated in Bahr Al-Raiq:
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(Bahr Al-Raiq, Chapter of Waqf, vol. 5, p. 254, Publ. Dar Al-Kitab Al-‘Islami)
It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at:
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Translation: A supervisor of a Waqf property cannot rent the land
for himself and reside therein and pay the rent, nor can he cultivate
the land and pay the price. However, if the Qazi (Islamic judge)
rents it to him or he rents it for more than the market value he is
allowed to take it. Similarly, he can’t rent it out to his father or son,

unless he takes more rent from them than he does from others.
(Bahar-e-Shari’at, vol. 2, p. 589, Publ. Maktaba-tul-Madinah, Karachi)

Using the Masjid’s motor for personal use is impermissible, even
if he pays the bill. The jurist even say that using the lanterns of the
Masjid in one’s own house isn’t permitted. It is stated in Fatawa
A’lamgirt:
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(Fatawa A’'lamgiri, Chapter of Waqf, vol. 2, p. 462, Publ. Quetta)
It is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at:

gl//&gui'i):ﬂ%é/ufdwu:u'”fd/»u/ﬁ/&étg:e’):%gﬁmff
Al LS 5 L1 B SUT-E Ut SR £ S sl o S L 7 S
S el e S 735 dE S\ A NSy CRERT R ey, TP

—e bt S e
Translation: The supplies of the masjid, such as pitchers, mats,
etc. can’t be used for any other purpose. For example, taking the
pitcher from the Masjid home, even if it is taken with the intention
of return. It is impermissible to lay the rugs of the Masjid in one's
own home or any other place. Similarly, pulling water from the well
for one’s own home using the masjid’s bucket and rope, or even



using the smallest of things in the improper place or time, is

impermissible. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, vol. 2, setc. 10, p. 561, 562, Publ. Maktaba-tul-
Madinah, Karachi)

Khalil-e-Millat, Mufti Muhammad Khalil Khan Qadri Barkati iz,
ade a3 (D. 1405 AH/ 1985 CE) was asked if the electricity and other
resources of the masjid can be used for general purposes. Hedil4.,

4 answered:
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Translation: The masjid’s supplies can only be used in the masjid.

They can’t be used for any other purpose. (Fatawa Khaliliyah, vol. 2, p. 579,
Publ. Zia-ul-Quran Publication, Lahore)

The masjid’s water can’t be taken home. It is stated in Fatawa
Mustafawiyah:
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Translation: If the one who installed the faucet intended it
specifically for the Masjid, i.e., for the use of wudu, ghusl, and
purification of salah, or the payment for the water is paid from by

the masjid, taking the water home is impermissible. (Fatawa
Mustafawiyah, Ruling about Masjids, p. 269, Publ. Shabbir Brothers)

It is stated in Wagqar-al-Fatawa:
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Translation: In the past, there would be «li.. (a type of water

heater) in the masjid to heat the water during winter. A fire would
be ignited in them and through it the water would then be heated. It
is impermissible to take the fire from them. That is why it is also
impermissible to take the masjid water home. It can only be used in



the masjid. Therefore, in the enquired situation, the people who

take the water home are sinful and they should repent. (Waqar-al-
Fatawa, vol. 2, p. 317, Publ. Bazm Waqgar-Uddin)

939 <oy 9/575&‘/

p > 45, & X s
g;;g";@p&gwmuupb\wﬂ),&,}; abls

(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Jzsasadzadids

knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: FSD-8950
Date: 18t Zul-Hijjah Al-Haram 1445 AH/ 25" June 2024
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