Did the Noble Prophet plwy dils ! <4 Have Four

Daughters or One?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat
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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about
the following: How many daughters does the Noble Prophet aJsati e

v shave?
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The consensus among Ahl al-Sunnah is that the Noble Prophet 4.

~sadeall has four real daughters from the blessed womb of The

Mother of Believers, Sayyidah Khadijah al-Kubra lgebl . Their
honored names are:
1. Sayyidah Zaynab
2. SayyidalAl Ruqgayyah
3. Sayyidah Umm KulSim
4.  Sayyidah Fatimah al-Zahra .gwabl e
This is established through the Qur’an, Hadith, Sirah, history,

biographical classifications (Tabaqat), genealogy (Ansab), and even
the books of those who deny this position.

Evidence from the Qur’an:
Allah Almighty states in the Holy Qur’an:
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Translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan: Dear Prophet! Ask your wives,
your daughters, and believing women to cover themselves with a

part of their cloaks. (Part 22, Sirah al-Ahzab, Verse 59)
In Tafsir Ruh al-Bayan, under the aforementioned verse, it states:
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Translation: (The Noble Prophet ..,a4s4il 4 had) four daughters,
who were born from the blessed womb of Sayyidah Khadijah .
=, and they are Sayyidah Zaynab, Sayyidah Ruqayyah, Sayyidah
Umm Kul$iim, and Sayyidah Fatimah .gwdii .. All of them passed
away during his .4kl jo lifetime, except for Sayyidah Fatimah

el 5, Who lived for six months after him. (Tafsir Rith al-Bayan, vol. 7, p.
239, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-TImiyah, Beirut)
Additionally, under the same verse, ‘Allamah Abu al-Hasanat

Sayyid Muhammad Ahmad Qadri 4., states:
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Translation: In this blessed verse is a refutation against those
who falsely claim that the Noble Prophet ..;4ds4ti s had only one

real daughter, Sayyidah Fatimah 41 ., and that Sayyidah
Rugayyah and Sayyidah Umm Kul$im ¢4l 2. were only
stepdaughters. (Tafsir Hasanat, vol. 5, p. 413, Publ. Zia" al-Qur’an, Lahore)
This proves that the Noble Prophet .44l o had multiple
daughters, at least three, as the word “banat” (daughters, pl. of

“bint,” i.e., daughter) used in the Qur’an is plural which is used for
more than two.

In Tafsir Durr al-Manstr, the following narration appears under
the verse,
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Translation: Ibn ‘Abbas Lgsdii 2, narrates that: “‘The eldest child of

the Noble Messenger s.,a k4l dowas Qasim, followed by Zaynab,



then ‘Abdullah, then Umm Kul$am, then Fé’gimaﬁ, and then
Ruqayyah.’ (Tafsir Durr al-Manir, vol. 8, p. 652, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

In Tafsir Ibn Kathir under the verse %@[&;Q&g&ﬁﬂﬁfﬁégu% it is
st\ated: \
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Translation: The sons born to him (i.e., the Prophet u.,a ki)
from Sayyidah Khadijah 4, were Qasim, Tayyib, and Tahir;
they all passed away in their early years. From her, he also had four
daughters: Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm Kul$iim, and Fatimah ..gwdi ..
Three daughters passed away during his .,adeqll folifetime, while
Sayyidah Fatimah 4l ,lived on. Due to the grief of the passing of

the Noble Prophet ..,4 4y, she passed away six months
later.(Tafsir Ibn Kathir, vol. 6, p. 381, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyah, Beirut)

Evidence from Hadith:
In Majma“ al-Zawa’id, the following Hadith is mentioned:

‘Mw\j‘c&\u\{.;:ﬁwuﬁj“ajw&\&o&‘dy))wu\j)@.k&@\:JL\CC})\OS—‘)
e plike Ll gy dabloy p dS 0l s 2355 oo

Translation: Ibn ‘Abbas ax4il &, narrates that the Mother of

Believers, Sayyidah Khadijah =4, bore six children for the Noble

Prophet ..,akediys: among the sons were ‘Abdullah and Qasim, and
among the daughters were Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm Kul§iim, and
Fatimah eeatl 2. From Mariyah al-Qibtiyyah, he also had one son,

Ibrahim asdbl .. (Majma* al-Zawa’id, vol. 9, Book of Merits, p. 217, Publ. Maktabah
al-Qudsi, Cairo)



In Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzagq, it states:
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Translation: Sayyidah Khadijah (g4t bore the Prophet adedbl o
s> Qasim, Tahir, Fé‘gimaﬁ, Zaynab, Umm KulSum, and Ruqayyaﬁ 3
~geabl. (Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzag, vol. 7, p. 493, Hadith No. 14009, Publ. Beirut)

In Sahih al-Bukhari, there is a Hadith:
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Translation: Umm ‘Atiyyah bl s, narrates, “The Noble Prophet

s achedbl Joo Came to us while we were bathing his daughter.’ (Sahih al-

Bukharti, vol. 1, Book of Funerals, p. 423, Publ. Dar al-Yamamah, Damascus)

Istidlal (Deduction):

Both the Ahl al-Sunnah Wa Jama‘ah and opponents agree that
Sayyidah Fatimah 4, passed away after the passing of the
Noble Prophet u.;adedll fo. This makes it certain that any daughter

who passed before Sayyidah Fatimah =41, must be among his
other daughters, thereby confirming that he had daughters other
than Sayyidah Fatimah Gedbi ..

Evidence from the books of Sirah and Tabagat (Biographical
Works):

In Sirah Ibn Ishag, it is stated:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet ..,ads4il Jomarried Sayyidah
Khadijah Gzdbl ., and she bore him four daughters: Zaynab,

Ruqayyaﬁ, Umm KulSum, and Fé‘gimaﬁ el e, (Sirah Ibn Ishdq, Chapter
of the marriage of the Prophet with Khadijah, p. 245, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
In AI-Mawahib al-Ladunniya, it says:
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Translation: There are four daughters: Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm

KulStim, and Fétimaﬁ oeedbl @ (Al-Mawahib al-Ladunniya, vol. 4, p. 313,
Maktabah al-Niriyah al-Razawiyah, Lahore)
In At-Tabaqat al-Kubra, it mentions:
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Translation: Sayyidah Zaynab 4l 2, was the daughter of the

Noble Prophet ..;adedtijs, and her mother was Sayyidah Khadijah
bint Khuwaylid bin Asad bin ‘Abd al-‘Uzza bin Qusayy. She was the
eldest of the daughters of the Noble Prophet w.sadsabies. (At-Tabagat

al-Kubra, Mention of the Daughters of the Messenger of Allah s adeall Jo, VOL. 8, p. 25,
Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)
Further, At-Tabaqat al-Kubra mentions:

Translation: Sayyidah Ruqayyah gl . was the daughter of the

Noble Prophet u.;adedil o, and her mother was Sayyidah Khadijah

bint Khuwaylid bin Asad bin ‘Abd al-‘Uzza bin Qusayy.” (At-Tabaqat al-
Kubra, Mention of the Daughters of the Messenger of Allah s sade bl oo, VOL. 8, . 29,
Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)

Also mentioned in At-Tabaqat al-Kubra:
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Translation: Sayyidaﬁ Umm KulSum =4l &,is the daughter of the

Noble Prophet .k.;akediijs, and her mother is Sayyidah Khadijah

bint Khuwaylid bin Asad bin ‘Abd al-‘Uzza bin Qusayy.(At-Tabaqat al-
Kubra, Chapter: Mention of the Daughters of the Messenger of Allah 3ol o, VOL. 8,
p. 30, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyah, Beirut)

In At-Tabagqat al-Kubra, it is also mentioned:
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Translation: Sayyidah Fatimah 4, is the daughter of the

Noble Prophet u;akedll o, and her mother is Sayyidah Khadijah

bint Khuwaylid bin Asad bin ‘Abd al-‘Uzza bin Qusayy.(4t-Tabaqat al-
Kubra, Chapter: Mention of the Daughters of the Messenger of Allah s s ks bl o, VOL. 8,
p. 16, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyah, Beirut)

In Kitab al-Sigat by Ibn Hibban, it is written:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet w.;as 4l married Sayyidah
Khadijah bint Khuwaylid ibn Asad =4l s, when he was twenty-five

years old... and she bore him Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm Kul$im, and

Fé’_cimaﬁ oeedbl g2, (Kitab as-Siqat Li-Ibn Hibban, vol. 1, p. 46, Publ. D@'irah al-
Ma‘arif, India)
In Al-Isti‘ab Fi Ma'rifah al-Ashab, it is mentioned:
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Translation: As for the children of the Noble Prophet a7,adsdtl o
~, all of them were from Sayyidah Khadijah G4l s, except for
Ibrahim, who was from Mariyah al-Qibtiyyah l:eabl .. From

Sayyidah Khadijah =4, he had four daughters, and there is no

disagreement in this regard. (Al-Isti‘ab Fi Ma‘rifah al-Ashab, vol. 1, p. 50, Publ.
Dar al-Jil, Beirut)

Evidence from Reliable Historical Sources:
In Al-Bidayah Wa al-Nihayah, it is stated:
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Translation: Hakim bin Hizam «:a4il &, narrates that when the
Noble Prophet .;adedil fo married the Mother of Believers,
Sayyidah Khadijah =4, his blessed age was twenty-five years,
and Sayyidah Khadijah g4 s, was forty years old. She bore for him
Qasim (for whom his Kunyat Abul Qasim’ was derived), Tayyib,
Tahir, Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm Kul$um, and Fatimah cis.efegeati 2.

(Al-Bidayah Wa al-Nihayah, vol. 8, p. 204, Publ. Dar Hajr)
In Tarikh al-Tabarl, it states:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet ..,ai4iomarried Sayyidah
Khadijaﬁ esabl 5, and all his children were born from her, except
for Ibrahim a:4il &,. They were Zaynab, Ruqayyaﬁ, Umm KulStim,
Fatimah, Qasim (for whom his Kunyat was derived), Tahir, and

Tayyib WT@&‘@).(Tdrikh al-Tabarti, vol. 2, p. 281, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘arif, Egypt)

In Tarikh al-Islam of ‘Allamah Shams-Uddin al-Zahabi, it is
mentioned:
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Translation: All the children of the Noble Prophet w.,aisdtijes
were from Sayyidah Khadijah a2, except for Ibrahim awdbl e..
They were: Qasim, Tayyib, and Tahir (who passed away as infants
before announcing Prophethood), and the daughters Ruqgayyah,
Zaynab, Umm Kul$im, and Fatimah wgedbl g2, (Tarikh al-Islam, vol. 1, p. 66,
Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabiyah, Beirut) A

In Kitab al-Ma‘arif by ‘Allamah al-Dinawari, it states:

‘w@j‘g{;ﬁ\)&;‘ﬁaggjwumZ@hw&ﬂjqﬁj&&\&aﬁ)\dy)u\b)
TSNP ST RESNSD



Translation: The children of the Noble Prophet .. 444l s from
Sayyidah Khadijah =4, were: Qasim (for whom his Kunyah was
derived), Tayyib, Fatimah, Zaynab, Rugayyah, and Umm Kul$tim ..
~ge4il. (Al-Ma‘arif, vol. 1, p. 141, Publ. Cairo)

In Al-Kamil F1 al-Tarikh, it states:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet ..,ads4ilJomarried Sayyidah
Khadijah (g4t s, and all his noble children were from her, except
for Ibrahim a4l .. From the Mother of Believers, Sayyidah
Khadijah lg=abi s, his children were: Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm
KulSum, Fatimah, Qasim (for whom his Kunyah was derived),
‘Abdullah, Tahir, and Tayyib ciseiwgsdti .. (A-Kamil Fi al-Tarikh, vol. 1, p.
640, Publ. Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut)

In Tarikh Dimashq by Ibn ‘Asakir, there is a narration by ‘Abdullah
Ibn ‘Abbas:
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Translation: ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas Lg:edbi s, narrates: ‘The first

child born to the Noble Prophet .4k in Makkah before

Prophethood was Qasim (for whom his Kunyah was derived),
followed by Zaynab, then Ruqayyah, then Fatimah, and then Umm
KulStum.’ (Tarikh Dimashg, vol. 3, p. 125, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

In Siyar A'lam al-Nubala’, it mentions:
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Translation: The children of Sayyidah Khadijah \4il e, from the

Noble Prophet .;adedil oo were: Qasim, Tayyib, and Tahir (who all
passed away in childhood), and the daughters Ruqayyah, Zaynab,



Umm KulsStim, and Fé’gimaﬁ oeedbl o). (Siyar Alam al-Nubald’, vol. 2, p. 114,
Publ. Mu’assisah al-Risalah, Beirut)

Evidence from Renowned Gepealogical Sources:
In Nasab Quraysh by ‘Allamah Mus‘ab al-Zubayr1 (D. 236 AH), it

states:
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Translation: From the blessed womb of Sayyidah Khadijah .
L, the Noble Prophet .;au4li o had sons Qasim and Tahir, and
daughters Fatimah, Zaynab, Umm Kul$iim, and Ruqayyah el (52
crmzl. (Nasab Quraysh, p. 231, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘arif, Cairo)
In Al-Tkhwah Wa al-Akhawat by Al-Dara Qutni, it states:
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Translation: The children of the Noble Prophet w..aidli o
include (among daughters): Fatimah, Zaynab, Rugayyah, and Umm
KulSum .g:eabl .. Among the sons: Qasim (for whom his Kunyah was

derived, and he was the eldest child) and ‘Abdullah, also known as

Tayyib and referred to as Tahir. (Al-lkhwah Wa al-Akhawat, Pp. 21-22, Publ.
Dar al-Rayah, Riyadh)

In Ansab al-Ashraf by ‘Allamah Ahmad B. Yahya al-Balazuri (D. 279
AH), it mentions:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet w.,ads4iis jomarried Sayyidah
Khadijah bint Khuwaylid bin Asad =4l .. She bore him Qasim .,
=4l (for whom his Kunyah was derived) and also bore Sayyidah
Zaynab g4l e, the eldest of his daughters. She later bore Sayyidah
Ruqayyah lgeabl 5, Sayyidah Umm Kul$tim \:eadl ., and Sayyidah

Fétimaﬁ \geadl s5. (Ansab al-Ashraf Li al-Balazuri, vol. 1, Pp. 396-402, Publ. Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut)

Consensus of Scholars on the Four Daughters:
In Imta‘al-Asma’, it states:
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Translation: Be informed that the [jma’ (consensus) among the

respected scholars is established that the Noble Prophet . saiedti o
had four daughters, all of whom were born to Sayyidah Khadijah .
=abl. They are Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm Kul$tim, and Fatimah il e,
oe (Imta‘al-Asma’, vol. 5, p. 341, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)
In Al-Isti‘ab Fi Ma'‘rifah al-Ashab, it states:
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Translation: There is an Ijma’ (consensus) that Sayyidah Khadijah
=abl 2, bore four daughters for the Noble Prophet wsads 4l o, all of
whom witnessed the era of Islam and migrated. They are Zaynab,
Fatimah, Ruqayyah, and Umm Kul$im .,g:eabl .. (Al-Isti‘ab fi Ma'rifaf al-

Ashab, vol. 4, p. 1818, Publ. Dar al-Jil, Beirut)
Furthermore, in Al-Isti‘ab Fi Ma'rifah al-Ashab, it is mentioned:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet w.,a7,44s4il dshad four daughters

from Sayyidah Khadijah Gz4ti 2.. There is no difference of opinion
on this matter. (Al-Isti‘ab Fi Ma‘rifah al-Ashab, vol. 1, p. 50, Publ. Dar al-Jil, Beirut)

Imam Nawawi al-Shafi1 s, writes in Tahzib al-Asma”
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Translation: The Noble Prophet w.,aJs4li s had four real
daughters: Sayyidah Zaynab 4l 5., who was married to Abii al-As
asdbl 5 Sayyidaﬁ Fé‘gimaﬁ eedbl 25, Who was married to Sayyiduna
‘Ali al-Murtada as<l#,; and Sayyidah Rugayyah and Sayyidah Umm
KulSum ngsdii 25, both of whom were married successively to
Sayyiduna ‘Uthman bl s,. First, he married Sayyidah Rugayyah
eabl 2, and after her passing, he married Sayyidah Umm Kul$tim
eedble,. There is no disagreement that the Noble Prophet agedtiyew

P had four real daughters. (Taﬁz'z'b al-Asma’, Chapter about His i sadedbiyos
Sons and Daughters, vol. 1, p. 26, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)

‘Allamah Zurqgani al-Malikis}l4,-,states:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet w.,aJs4li s had four real
daughters: Sayyidah Zaynab, Sayyidah Ruqayyah, Sayyidah Umm
KulSum, and Sayyidah Fatimah .gsat\ .. They all witnessed the time

of Islam and migrated with him. (Sharah al-Zurqani ‘ala al-Mawahib, vol. 4, p.
313, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-TImiyah, Beirut)

Proof of Four Daughters in the Opponents’ Books:
In Usul al-Kdffi, it is stated:
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Translation: The Noble Prophet ..;4uc4i o married Sayyidah

Khadijah (g=4bl 2, when he was over twenty years of age. Before the

announcement of Prophethood, she bore him Qasim, Rugayyabh,
Zaynab, and Umm KulStiim, and after the announcement of

prophethood, she bore him Tayyib, Tahir, and Fétimaﬁ re bl 2. (Usil
al-Kafi, vol. 3, Chapter of the Birth of The Prophet .4k 34l e, p. 5, Publ. Karachi)

In Muntaha al-Amatl:
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Translation: From Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq a=«i ., it is narrated in
Qurb al-Isnad that the children born to the Noble Prophet adeail o
o salTs from Sayyidah Khadijah w4, included Qasim, Tahir,

Fatimah, Umm Kul$im, Ruqayyaﬁ, and Zaynab gl e,.(Muntaha al-

Amal, vol. 1, Chapter 8 about the State of the Children of the Prophet, p. 150, Publ. Dar
al-Islam Beirut)

In Hayat al-Qulub by Mulla Baqir Majlist:
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Translation: May Allah have mercy on Khadijah, from whom my
children were born: Tahir, Mutahhar, ‘Abdullah, and Al-Qasim.
Additionally, she bore Fatimah, Rugayyah, Zaynab, and Umm
Kulsim f..e;.m“'c\&). (Hayat al-Qulib, vol. 3, Chapter 5, Pp. 217-218, Publ. Intisharat

Sarur)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Q;;fgs';g;i;it@;

knows best.)
Answered By: Abu al-Hasan, Mufti Muhammad Hashim Khan Attari
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