Ruling on Working or Traveling Where Music Is Played
Darulifta Ahlesunnat

(Dawateislami)
Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about
the following: What is the ruling about working in a market,
shopping mall, office, or traveling in a bus, coach, plane, etc. where
music is played? Further, how is it to go to such a place for
shopping?
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Listening to music and unlawful sounds and speeches without
any need is impermissible and sinful. However, if one has some
interaction with these things while fulfilling any Islamic or worldly
need and it is impossible, or nearly impossible, to fulfill the needs
while avoiding them, then without paying attention or enjoying it
and while considering it to be bad, he is allowed to fulfill his need.
This sin is from someone else, and it is clearly stated in the Quran
that:
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Translation from Kanz-Ul-Iman: No soul will bear the burden of
another soul. (Surah Bani Israel, Pt. 15, Verse 15)

Because of how common music has become, it is extremely
difficult to fulfill one's needs while avoiding it. Whether traveling in
a car, bus, or rickshaw, shopping in stores or malls, or even walking
through alleys and streets, there is an uncontrollable and excessive
presence of music. If the owner doesn’t play music, people start
playing it on their phones.

Now, if we prohibit individuals from traveling in vehicles,
shopping in stores and malls, and working in such places, people
will be confined to their homes. Obtaining necessities and traveling
to other cities will become nearly impossible. People will face
significant difficulties, whereas the rule of Shari’ah is:



Translation: Wherever there is difficulty, ease is given. (Radd Al-
Muhtar, Vol. 4, p. 556, Publ. Beirut)

Therefore, if one works a permissible job in a place where the
owner plays music or travels for a permissible purpose in a vehicle
in which the driver or any other person is playing music, or he goes
to a store for shopping and the owner is playing music, in all cases,
if he is capable of persuading the owner to turn off the music
without causing any fight, he should try to persuade them. If he can
avoid it without any difficulty, he should avoid it. Otherwise, he
should focus on his needs, not pay attention to the music, nor enjoy
it, and he should also consider it bad in his heart. This way he will
not be sinful.

Note - Remember, if there is no religious or worldly need, going
to a place where there are unlawful sounds such as music, or any
other impermissible things, is unlawful. For example, if music is
playing in a restaurant and one is going merely for enjoyment, or
before attending a gathering, he knows that music will be playing at
the place the food will be served, and if he tries to rectify them, they
will not stop the music, and him attending or not will not make a
difference, in these cases, because there are no Islamic needs, it is
impermissible to go.

Similarly, if one is going to a place for a purpose but there is
music playing, if there are alternatives free from music that can
easily be adopted, choosing the alternative places will become
necessary. The leniency was provided due to difficulty. In the
presence of an alternative, there is no difficulty. Therefore, there
will no longer be any leniency.

It is stated in Barigah Mahmoodiyah:
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(Barigah Mahmoodiyah, Chapter 2, Pt. 3 about the trials of the ears, Vol. 4, p. 51, Publ.
Al-Halbi)

[t is further stated:
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(Barigah Mahmoodiyah, Chapter 2, Pt. 3 about the trials of the ears, Vol. 4, p. 51, Publ.
Al-Halbi)

It is stated in Al-Hadiqah Al-Nadiyyah Sharah Al-Tarigah Al-
Muhammadiyabh:
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(Al-Hadigah Al-Nadiyah Sharah Al-Tarigah Al-Muhammadiyah, Vol. 4, p. 392,
Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al- ‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)
It is stated in Al-Hadiqah Al-Nadiyyah Sharah Al-Tarigqah Al-

Muhammadiyyah:
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(Al-Hadigah Al-Nadiyyah Sharah Al-Tarigah Al-Muhammadiyah, Vol. 4, p. 390, 391,
Publ. Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut)

It is stated in Fatawa Hindiyyah:
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(Fatawa Hindiyyah, Book Al-Karahiyah, Chapter 12 about Gifts and Gatherings, Publ.
Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut)

Under this text, it is mentioned in Ta’ligaat Razawiyah:
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(Ta’'ligaat Razawiyah A’la Al-Fatawa Al-Hindiyyah, Kitaab Al-Karahiyah, p. 694, Publ.
Maktabah Isha’ah Al-Islamiyah, Lahore)
It is stated in Fatawa Razawiyah:
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Translation: If these two situations aren’t found (i.e., in case of
going, they will stop the impermissible acts, nor will they stop in

case of not accepting the invitation), if he knows that the
impermissible acts will be present in the place where the food will



be served, he should not go at all. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 21, p. 610, Publ.
Raza Foundation, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Jzsasadeadids

knows best.)
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