Can A Non-Alim (Layman) Declare Someone A Kafir?
Darulifta Ahlesunnat

(Dawateislami)
Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about
the following: If one says a statement of kufr and the listener is
quite confident that it is kufr but before telling the ruling, he wants
to confirm with a scholar. Is the listener allowed to do this or is he
obligated to let the person know that the statement is kufr and he
has become a kafir?
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It is impermissible for a layman to declare Kufr on someone, let
alone it being obligatory upon him. Often, laymen think that a
statement is Kufr whereas in reality, it isn’t. Many statements have
multiple meanings, some which are kufr and other which aren’t, but
the intended meaning of the speaker isn’t known. Therefore, a
Muslim cannot be declared a Kafir just by assumption. If a listener
doubts, or according to his knowledge, knows what a person has
said might contain kufr, he should encourage him to repent, renew
his Iman out of caution, and tell him to gain guidance from a Sunni
scholar. He shouldn’t ever give a ruling of Kufr based on his
knowledge.

It is stated in the book named Kufriyah Kalimat Ke Bare Men
Suwal Jawab:
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Translation: A layman should never call a Muslim a Kafir based on
his assumption because many statements have the possibility of a



meaning that contains kufr and other meanings that don’t contain
kufr, but the intended meaning of the speaker isn’t known. A’la

Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4k JJdi4.., states: Our Imams ..,

JuS4il have given the verdict that if a statement has 99 possible

meanings which are kufr and one possible meaning in accordance
with Islam, it is Wajib that the statement be taken in the meaning
which is in accordance with Islam until the opposite is
proven.(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 14, p. 604,605, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Sadr al-Shari’ah Mufti Amjad Ali A’zami ¢,&)«h 4., ads States:
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Translation: If a statement has multiple meanings, some of which
go towards Kufr and some towards Islam, that person will not be
declared a Kafir. However, if it is known that the speaker intended
the meaning which is kufr, such as by explaining his intended
meaning, it will not be of any benefit for his statements to have
multiple meanings. Through this, we get to know that a statement

being kufr doesn’t necessarily make the speaker a Kafir.(Bahar-e-
Shari’at, Sect. 9, Pg. 173, Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)(Kufriyah Kalimat Ke Bare Men
Suwal Jawab, Pg. 61, 62, Maktaba-Tul-Madinah, Karachi)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger (.i;;a‘qs‘;g;léit\j\ﬂ;

knows best.)
Answered By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Attari
Ref No: FAM-423
Date: 29t" Zul Qa’dah 1445 AH/ 7t June 2024
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