Does Keeping Sadqah Money At Home Cause Misfortune?
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(Dawateislami)
Question

What do the respected scholars of Islam say about the following
matter: People keep nafl sadqah boxes at home in which they put
some amount of money daily as sadqah. After about a month they
give that money in sadgah. Does keeping this money at home cause
misfortune?
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Putting money aside in a sadgah box with the intention of sadqah
is an act of reward as this is the intention of sadqah and having the
intention of a good deed is itself rewardable. Although, until the
money reaches the one to whom it is being donated, it will not count
as sadqgah. This is because the money will not leave the ownership
of the donor until it reaches its intended recipient. This is just like
what the Jurists have stated regarding Zakah that separating the
money of Zakah doesn’t count as paying it until that money is given
to someone who is deserving of it. Until a Fageer is not made the
owner of this money, it won’t leave the ownership of that person
just by separating it. It is for this reason that if the money gets
destroyed before it is given to a Faqgeer, the paying of Zakah will not
be fulfilled. Similarly, if he dies before giving the money to a Fageer,
that money will become inheritance.

In any case, keeping a sadqah box filled with money at home is in
no way a cause for misfortune. Rather, it is kept with the intention
of sadgah and piety, and sadqah and piety cause mercy and
blessings to descend. If someone considers this to be a cause for
misfortune, this is just his delusion and ignorance which is false.
This is also having a bad superstition which has been prohibited in
the Qur’an and Hadith. The Prophet # used to like good
superstitions because having bad superstitions is having a negative
expectation from Allah whereas believing in good superstitions is



having a good expectation. The believers have been commanded to
always have a good expectation from Allah.

It has been narrated in Sahih Al-Muslim:

Translation: Whoever intends a good deed but is not able to do it,

a good deed is written for him.(Sahih al-Muslim, Vol. 1, Pg. 118, Dar Ihya al-
Turas al-‘Arabi, Beirut)

It is written in Mirqat al-Mafatih Sharah Mishkat al-Masabih:
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Translation: The Messenger of Allah & has said: Overtake death
or sickness etc. with sadqgah i.e. by giving it to those who deserve it,
as afflictions don’t surpass iti.e., they don’t overtake sadqah rather

it stops before it or it turns away from it.(Mirqat al-Mafatih, Vol. 4, Pg. 1333,
Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut)

Itis in Al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Translation: A person does not become free of responsibility just
by separating the wealth (i.e. it will not leave his ownership), rather
by giving it in the ownership of the Fuqara (destitute).(Al-Durr al-
Mukhtar, Vol. 3, Pg. 225, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

Allamah Shami #0144 comments on the forementioned text:

w5 ol o 9sS lac bhisVeels b

Translation: If that wealth gets destroyed, the Zakah will not be

forgiven for him and if he dies, the money will be his inheritance.
(Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 3, Pg. 225, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

It is written in Lataif al-Ma’arif Li Ibn Rajab:
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Translation: And in another Hadith: Every day has a misfortune so
get rid of the misfortune of that day by giving sadqah as sadqah is
that esteemed act that prevents calamities even after their cause is

found. Similar are the blessings of Dua.(Lataif al-Ma’arif Li Ibn Rajab, Pg. 76,
Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut)



Allah -+ says about bad superstitions in Surah Al-A'raf:
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Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): So when goodness came to them,
they would say this is for us and if evil befell them, they would
consider it a bad omen due to Musa and his companions. Pay heed,
their misfortune is only with Allah, however, most of them do not
knOW.(Para 9, Surah al-A’raf, Verse 131)

In another place, Allah = states:
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Translation (Kanz-Ul-‘Irfan): No calamity strikes in the earth or in
your lives except it is in a Book before We bring it into existence.

Indeed, this is easy for Allah.(Para 27, Surah Al-Hadeed, Verse 22)
The Prophet & has stated:

RS b !
Translation: Whoever believes in a bad superstition is not from
us(i.e. he is not on our path).(Al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer, Vol. 18, Pg. 162, Beirut)
It is written in Sunan Abi-Dawood:
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Translation: Ornithomancy, seeing bad omens, and Tarq (telling

fortunes by throwing rocks or making lines in sand) are all satanic
acts.(Abu Dawood, Vol. 4, Pg. 22, Dar al-Ihya al-Turas, Beirut)

The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan aJsJaiia,s,
states:
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Translation: The Prophet # has said: Seeing bad omens and

acting upon them is the way of the polytheists.(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 23,
Pg. 266, Raza Foundation, Lahore)

In Fatawa Razawiyah, someone asked A’la Hazrat Imam Ahmad
Raza adsJJabias:
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Translation: The whole city agrees that hanging a tree melon, also
known as a Carica Papaya, in one’s home is a cause for misfortune
and prohibited. These are very common and delicious, so I request
that you tell us the ruling of Shari’ah regarding this with references
of books and explanations.
He replied to this by saying:
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Translation: This has no basis in Shari’ah; The Shari’ah has not

declared it a cause for misfortune nor for Barakah.(Fatawa Razawiyah,
Vol. 23, Pg. 267, Raza Foundation, Lahore)

It is written in Fath al-Bari:
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Translation: Al-Halimi said that the Prophet & used to love good
omens because taking bad omens is having a bad expectation from
Allah Almighty and taking good omens is having a good expectation

from Him. A believer is commanded to always have a good

expectation from Allah Almighty.(Fath al-Bari, Vol. 10, Pg. 215, Dar al-
Ma’rifah, Beirut)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger .usatsadeaslds

knows best.)
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