
Is the Prostration of Recitation Incumbent Upon a Minor? 
Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami) 

Question 
What do the scholars of Islam and the jurists of the sacred law state 
regarding the following matter: If a minor recites or hears a verse of 
prostration (āyat al-sajdah), does the prostration of recitation (sajdat al-
tilāwah) become incumbent upon them? 
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According to Islamic law, the prostration of recitation becomes obligatory 
on a person who is legally liable to perform the obligatory or missed 
(qaḍā) prayers. If they are not legally liable to pray, the prostration of 
recitation is not compulsory for them. 
Accordingly, since a minor is not legally liable to perform obligatory 
prayers, if they recite or hear a verse of prostration, the prostration of 
recitation is not compulsory upon them. However, if an adult of sound 
mind, who is legally required to pray, hears the verse of prostration from a 
minor, the performing a prostration of recitation becomes necessary for 
that adult. 
It should be noted that although the prostration of recitation is not 
compulsory for minors upon reciting or hearing the verse, they should still 
be encouraged to perform it so that they develop a habit and continue to 
perform the prostration of recitation when they grow up.  
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger  
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