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Ruling on Quoting a Higher Price to the Customer

Ref: IEC.0152 Date:01-02-24

What do the scholars say about the following issue: I
am from India, and in our market, it is common for products
to come from China. If something costs 10 rupees in China,
but due to our personal connections, we manage to get it
for 9.5 rupees. Can we tell the customer that the price in
China is 10 rupees to make the product seem more
appealing?
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If you simply state that the price in China is 10

rupees, then such a statement is permissible, as it does
not involve any falsehood. However, in a murabaha sale,
you are not allowed to hide the actual price at which you
purchased the item. Therefore, in such a case, you must

disclose the real price.
Note:

[tis common for traders to say things like, "This item
cost me this much,” or "My purchase price was this
amount,” to attract customers. If they lie about the
purchase price, this is impermissible. Such dishonesty
removes the blessing from the business.
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The Quran says:
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Translation:And avoid false speech.
(Surah Al-Haijj, verse 30)

The beloved Prophet (.,ake4iiys) said about buyers

and sellers:
“L«wﬂﬁmbﬂﬁwob‘%ngw%ﬁMo‘-é”

Translation: If they speak truthfully and disclose any
defects, there will be blessing in their transaction. But if
they hide and lie, the blessing of their transaction will be

erased.
(Sahih Bukhari, p. 275, Riyadh edition)

In response to a question in Fatawa Razawiyya, Imam-

e-Ahle-Sunnat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan (il ,) stated:
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Translation: If a shopkeeper says, “This item cost me
three or four Paisas (cents), but he bought it for 3.75
Paisas (cents), or he says, ‘With additional expenses, it
cost me four and a quarter;, but it actually cost him 3.75,

or if he gives the correct price but changes the goods, this

is deception. These situations are haram (forbidden)
(Fatawa Razawiyya, Vol. 17, p. 139, Raza Foundation, Lahore)
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Mufti Amjad Ali Aazmi (aJe4ila,), in Bahar-e-Shariat,
explains regarding Murabaha sales:
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Translation: The difference between a regular sale and
murabaha is that in murabaha, the seller discloses the cost
price and sells on the same or adds a specific profit margin
on it. Since the buyer is trusting the seller in this case, the
seller must act with complete honesty and trustworthiness.

Any dishonesty or even suspicion of dishonesty must be

avoided, as it will affect the contract.
(Bahar-e-Shariat, Vol. 2, p. 738, Maktaba-tul-Madina, Karachi)
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20th Rajab-ul-Murajjab, 1445 AH / 01 February 2024 CE

Translated by Maulana Abdul wajid madani
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