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Is It Permissible To Rent Out A Property To A Bank?
Ref: IEC.0108 Date:11-11-2023
What do the Islamic scholars say about this issue: Can I
rent out my property to a conventional bank i.e. a bank where
interest-based transactions are made?
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Renting out a property to a bank is permissible, but it is
better to avoid doing so. However, if one does rent out the
property to a bank, the responsibility for the impermissible
activities conducted there lies with the bank itself. The
property owner is not sinful, provided he does not intend to
assist in those impermissible actions.

It is stated in Muheet-ul-Burhani:
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Translation: If a Muslim rents out a house to a Zimmi for
residence, it is allowed because the lease is based on a
permissible act, so it is valid. If the tenant drinks alcohol,
worships a cross, or keeps pigs in the house, the Muslim is not
sinful as he did not lease it for those actions but for residence.
This is just like renting a house to a Fasiq person—it is

permissible even if he commits sins there.
(Al-Muheet-ul-Burhani, Volume 7, Page 483, Beirut)
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Imam-e-Ahle-Sunnat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan (agsabia-))
stated in response to a similar question:
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Translation: If one rents out a house and the tenants use
it as a hotel and engage in prohibited acts (like drinking
alcohol and other sinful activities), Zaid i.e. the landlord will

not be blamed for their actions because (The Holy Quran has
stated) s 21,595,315,3Y Translation: “No soul bears the burden

of another”. In this case, landlords renting this place to them is
permissible. However, if the property was specifically rented
out for such impermissible purposes, the landlord is sinful.

Nonetheless, since the rent is in exchange for the
property’s usage, not for the sinful acts, it remains

permissible.
(Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 19, Page 520,

Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Imam-e-Ahle-Sunnat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan (abedtias))
while responding to another question writes:
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Translation: There are two points. First, is it permissible to
rent out a property to such individuals for residence or
agriculture? Second, if permissible, is it allowed to accept
payment from their income? As far as the answer to first
question is concerned, renting is permissible because the lease
is for residence or agriculture, not for committing sins. Farming
is not sinful in itself even if the tenants commit sins in those
premises or spend sustenance earned from this place in sinful
activities. These actions are their own responsibility, and the
landlord will not bear the burden as Quran says, “c =1, 3"

Translation: “No soul bears the burden of another”

As far as the answer to second question is concerned, it is
impermissible to take consideration/wage from the money
known to be haram in itself for example the lessor knows that
the rent is paid with the money acquired through usurpation,
theft, bribery, or as consideration for adultery or singing, or
acquired by a muslim as a price of wine or swine sold to
someone. In all these cases, it is impermissible to accept the
money—whether as rent or in any other way.”

He further explains and writes, “However, if above
mentioned is not the case, fatwa is on its absolute
permissibility i.e. it is permissible to take payment from him.
[t means it is certain that the tenant possesses haram money,
but it is not known with certainty that the money paid in rent
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is exactly from haram income then in this case receiving rent
from him is allowed even if most of his income is from haram.”
(Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 19, Pages 141-144,

Raza Foundation, Lahore)

Mufti Muhammad Amjad Ali Azami (a.4i3.-,), when asked

about renting a shop to a photographer, stated:
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Translation: It is permissible to rent a shop to such a
person, but the landlord should not say that he may engage in
photography there. Now whatever he will do there, it will be
his own act and he will bear the torment in the Hereafter.
Nonetheless, it is better to rent the property to someone
whose profession is from the category of lawful professions.
(Fatawa Amjadiyyah, Volume 3, Page 272,
Maktabah Razawiyyah, Karachi, excerpted)

el s o1 0 5 3 N 5
Written by
Abu Muhammad Mulfti Ali Asghar Attari Madani
30th Muharram 1445 AH / 18th August 2023
Translated by Maulana Abdul Wajid Madani
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