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Match Losing Party Hosting A Meal Is Also Gambling

Ref: IEC.0269 Date:25-06-2024
What do the esteemed scholars say regarding the issue

that in our neighborhoods, on Sundays, boys often play
cricket matches and place various kinds of bets on them?
Some of them place bets such that the losing team will pay
for a meal for the winning team at a certain restaurant, or
give the winning team a certain amount of money. Is
playing cricket with this sort of betting permissible?
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In the described scenario, the method mentioned

constitutes gambling. Any condition in which the wealth of
one party is put at risk, such that if they win the bet, they
gain the other party’s wealth, and if they lose, they lose
their own, is clear gambling.

Gambling is a major sin and a deed that leads to Hell. It is
incumbent upon all involved to immediately repent from this
sin and return any unlawful wealth acquired through this
invalid method to their owners. If those individuals are no
longer alive, then the money must be returned to their heirs.
Regarding gambling, the Holy Qur’an states:

- ’,f,,ﬁm//, 4a1% $” s s W 5 T /{/,/ 5 9.7 2| 8
G AR B B2yl Ja2 e 23, AT 303150201 553801 )

*


http://www.iecdawateislami.com/

Translation: O believers! Wine, and gambling, and
idols, and fortune-telling arrows (to ascertain luck or predict future
events) are but impure; the works of the Devil. Therefore,
keep avoiding them in order that you may attain success.

(Al-Quran, Juz 7, Al-Ma’idah, Ayah 90)

The Noble Prophet s adedll oo said:
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Translate: Indeed, Allah has made alcohol, gambling,
and the drum (kubah) Haram upon you. He .sadeatl doo

further said: Every intoxicant is haram.
(As-Sunan-ul-Kubra lil-Bayhagqi, Volume 10, Page 360,

Dar-ul-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut Edition)
Concerning gambling, it is stated in Radd-ul-Muhtar:
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Translation: The word ‘gimar’ (gambling) is derived

from ‘gamar’ which increases and decreases. It is called
gimar because in gambling, every gambler has the chance
of either losing his wealth to his opponent or gaining his
opponent’s wealth — and this is haram as per the Nass (_=).
(Radd-ul-Muhtar, Volume 9, Page 665, Quetta Edition)

While describing the way to rid oneself of wealth
acquired through gambling, Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam-e-

Ahle-Sunnat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan [+4i15.,] states:
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Translation: Whatever amount of wealth has been
earned through gambling is purely haram... The only way to
absolve oneself from it is that, for every individual from
whom one has won money, it should be returned to him. Or,
if possible, get him to willingly forgive it. If that is not
possible, then it must be returned to their heirs. If among
the heirs there are those who are sane and adults, their
portion may be forgiven only with their consent. The rest
of the heirs must be given their share, because forgiveness
in their case is not permissible. And as for those whose
identity can no longer be determined — neither they nor
their heirs — then the amount won from them should be
given in charity with the intention of doing so on their
behalf, even if given to one’s own needy sisters, brothers,
nephews, or nieces... In short, wherever and to whatever
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extent one can recall that a certain amount was taken in
excess during gambling, that much should be returned to
them or their heirs. If that is not possible, then give charity
on their behalf with that intention. And what is meant by
“amount taken in excess” is, for example, if a person
gambled with someone ten times, sometimes one won,
sometimes the other. Suppose the other person's total
winnings amounted to 100 rupees, and this person’s
winnings over all those times totaled 125 rupees — then
both are equal at 100, and the remaining 25 are what must
be returned. This is how it should be calculated. And if one
cannot remember who the people were or how much was
taken, then one should make the estimate of the maximum
total amount earned through gambling over that entire
period, and give that much in charity with the intention of
donating on the behalf of the rightful owners. He will be

absolved of this in hereafter only in this way.

(Fatawa Razaviyyah, Volume 19, Page 653,
Raza Foundation, Lahore - excerpted)
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Written by
Abu Muhammad Mulfti Ali Asghar Attari Madani
18Dhul-Hijjah-Til-Haram 1445/25 June 2024

Translated by Maulana Abdul wajid madani
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