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Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If a
person performs 'Isal-e-sawab (conveyance of reward) every day to a Muslim by
mentioning them by name, even though that Muslim had never known the person
performing the 'Tsal-e-sawab during their lifetime and they had passed away long
ago, will the reward reach them and serve as a means of their forgiveness?
Furthermore, will the one who sends the reward also gain any benefit?
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The benefits of '1sal-e-sawab are not limited to knowing each other. Rather, '1sal-
e-sawab should be done to every Muslim, regardless of whether one knows them
or not. When Tsal-e-sawab is performed, the reward reaches the person while the
reward of the person conveying is not reduced. It is clear from the ahadith and
juristic texts that the deceased gaining benefit from ’1sal-e-sawab and the person
conveying the reward gaining reward are not limited to knowing each other. Rather,
it is a general and far-reaching benefit that extends to all Muslims.

(1) It is proven from the hadtth that the one who visits the cemetery, recites surah
al-lkhlas eleven times, and conveys its reward to the deceased buried in that
cemetery will earn reward equal to the number of deceased people in that
graveyard.

(2) It is stated in a hadrtth that if a person goes to a cemetery and recites sirah al-
Fatihah, surah al-lkhlas, and strah al-Takathur ( 564 .Yy and then says: “O Allah
Almighty! | convey the reward of whatever | have recited to the Muslim men and
women of this cemetery”, by virtue of this, all the deceased will intercede for the
one who conveyed the reward.

(3) It is stated in a hadith that if one goes to a cemetery, recites strah Yasin, and
conveys the reward to all those buried in the cemetery, Allah Almighty reduces the
punishment of those buried in the graves and the reciter earns reward equal to the
number of deceased buried in the cemetery.

In these three narrations, the virtue of doing '1sal-e-sawab to all Muslim men and
women buried in the graveyard has been mentioned. It is obvious that no one
recognizes every deceased buried in a graveyard. Despite this, the blessed ahadith
prove that all the deceased benefit from it, the reciter receives reward equal to the



number of deceased people present in the cemetery, and that the deceased will
intercede for him.
Let us analyze the blessed ahadith:
‘Allamah Mahmud Bin Ahmad ‘Ayni w&uf»\a») narrated in ‘Umdah al-Qari Sharh
Sahih al-Bukharr:
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Translation: Imam Abu Bakr al-Najjar has narrated in the book Al-Sunan from ‘Al
Bin Ab1 Talib 4;&61&34\15\@2;) that the Messenger of Allah # said: The one who passes
by a cemetery and recites surah al-lkhlas eleven times and then conveys its reward
to the deceased will be given reward equal to the number of deceased people.
(‘Umdah al-Qart, Vol. 03, p. 118, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
‘Allamah Abdul-Rahman Bin Abrt Bakr Jalal-Uddin Suyuti Shafi‘T A?L;L;Lxs:n\&@) states
in Sharh al-Suddr Bi-Sharh Hal al-Mawta Wal-Qubdr and ‘Allamah ‘AlT QarT &z~
ks Jis states in Mirqat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih:
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Translation: Abu al-Qasim Bin ‘Al al-Zanjant has narrated in his Fawaid from Abu
Hurairah w@bﬁa&)\@) that the Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever enters a
cemetery and recites al-Fatihah, stirah al-Ikhlas (.13, i) and siirah al-Takathur
(s1,5) and then says: 'O Allah, | send the reward of what | have recited from
your kalam to the Muslim men and women of the graveyard,’ they will intercede for
him before Allah... Abdul-‘Aziz, the author of al-Khilal, has narrated through his
chain of narration from Anas wdswa‘mfj that the Messenger of Allah & said:
Whoever enters a graveyard and recites surah Yasin, Allah reduces the punishment
of the people in the graves and the reciter is granted reward equal to the number of
deceased people present there. (Sharh al-Sudiir, pp. 303-304, Publ. Dar al-Ma‘rifah,
Lebanon) (Mirqat al-Mafatih, Vol. 03, p. 1228, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, Lebanon)
(4) Itis explicitly stated in the books of figh that it is mustahab and preferred to
intend the conveyance of reward to all Muslim men and women. In this case, the
reward reaches everyone and the reward of the person conveying it is not reduced
either. It is clear that to know every Muslim male and female is not possible, but
despite this, the jurists have stated that the reward reaches everyone through
making a general intention.
Let us analyze the texts from the books of figh:
It is stated in Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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Translation: It is mentioned in the chapter of zakah in al-Tatarkhaniyah with
reference to al-Muhit: It is better for the one who is giving nafl charity to intend to
convey the reward to all the Muslim men and women because the reward will reach
all of them and the reward of the person conveying the reward will not be reduced
at all. (Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 03, p. 180, Publ. Dar al-
Ma‘rifah, Beirut)

It is stated in AI-Maws ‘ah al-Fighiyah al-Kuwaitiyah:
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Translation: When giving charity, it is mustahab for the donor to intend to convey
the reward to all Muslim men and women. (Al-Maws " ah al-Fighiyah al-
Kuwaitiyah, Vol. 26, p. 339, Publ. Dar al-Safwah, Egypt)
Muftt Amjad ‘AlT A‘zami wgmc&\mj states in Fatawa Amjadiyah:
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Translation: Conveying of reward is mustahab. If one wants to convey the reward of
any good deeds they have performed, they should make du‘a in the following
manner: "0 Allah, accept this and convey its reward to so-and-so person." It is
better to send its reward to all Muslims men and women. It is hoped that everyone
will receive the entire reward and the reward of that person will not be reduced;
instead, he will receive a reward equal to the collective reward of everyone. (Fatawa
Amjadiyah, Vol. 01, p. 336, Publ. Maktabah al-Razawiyah, Karachi)
(5) The clearest and most evident proof is that benefit is conveyed to others
through supplications in the same way that it is conveyed through ’1sal-e-sawab.
The du‘a which Muslims throughout the world recite to benefit others is derived
from the wording of Hazrat Ibrahim >LJ)ss.k=)lode. In this du‘a, supplication is made
for all Muslims, whom we certainly do not know. Thus, it is stated in the Noble
Qur’an:
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Translation (Kanz al-‘Irfan): O Lord of ours! Forgive me and my parents and all
Muslims on the Day when accountability will take place. (Strah Ibrahim, Verse 41)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger Wa\jwm&_@ knows best.)
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