Can Someone Who Does Not Naturally Grow a Beard Lead Salah?

Darulifta Ahlesunnat (Dawateislami)
(Translated Fatwa)

Question
What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If
someone naturally does not grow a beard, can he lead the salah?

Answer
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Someone who is eligible to lead salah, meaning that he is a sane and baligh male
who holds the correct beliefs and has proper recitation and is not a shar‘T ma‘zdr,
can lead salah even if he has not naturally grown a beard. This is because having a
beard is not a condition for leading salah. However, if due to not having a beard, the
person is an amrad, i.e., an attractive and handsome young man, and this will be a
cause of temptation for immoral individuals, then offering salah behind them is
makruh tanziht and disliked, but the salah will be valid.
It should remain clear that the above-mentioned ruling is regarding someone who
naturally doesn't have a beard. As for the one who does grow a beard, but then
shaves it or shortens it to less than a fistful, they are a fasiq mu‘lin due to openly
committing a sin. Offering salah behind them is makrah tahrimi, meaning that
offering salah behind such a person without any valid reason is impermissible and
the salah offered behind them must be repeated.
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4ds Jus il &>, (d. 1340
AH/1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: In the five daily salat, every person who holds the correct beliefs, has
accurate recitation, and has proper purity, is a male, sane, baligh, and non-ma‘zar
can lead the salah. This means that the salah offered behind him will be valid, even
if it is declared makruh tahrimi and wajib al-’i‘adah due to fisq or any other reason.
(Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 515, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
He ads J 4l 4a>) also writes:
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Translation: If the person is baligh, all salat offered behind him will be valid, even
the five daily salat, because having a beard and mustache is not a condition for the
validity of leading salah. Being baligh is required, and this is possible from the age



of 12 for boys when its signs appear, such as nocturnal emission. (Fatawa
Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 389, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
‘Allamah Abi al-Khayr, Mufti Muhammad Nirullah Na‘Tmi BasTrplrT ade Jla dbil des
(d. 1403 AH/1983 CE) writes:
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Translation: If one naturally does not have a beard or he has recently become
baligh and has not yet grown a beard, he can become an imam... To lead the salah
of baligh individuals, it is a condition for the imam to be baligh. There is absolutely
no condition mentioned in any verse, hadith, or book of figh which states that the
salah is valid only if a person has grown a beard after becoming baligh and
otherwise it is invalid. (Fatawa Ndriyah, Vol. 01, p. 353-356, Summarized, Publ.
Fagth-E-A‘zam Publications, Basirpir, Okara)
‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Syed Muhammad Bin ‘Umar al-ShamT ade Jls il &>, (d. 1252
AH/1836 CE) writes:
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Translation: It is makruh to offer salah behind an amrad. It is clear that this is
makruh tanzihi, and it is also clear, as mentioned by ‘Allamah Rahmati, that amrad
refers to a young man with an attractive face, as there is a potential risk of fitnah
from him. (Radd al-Muhtar ‘Ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Book of Salah, Ch. of Imamat,
Vol. 01, p. 562, Publ. Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4ds Jus il &>, (d. 1340
AH/1921 CE) was asked:
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Translation: Zaid is 18 years old and he is a Hafiz, but he does not have a beard. Is
it permissible to offer salah behind him?
He replied:
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Translation: If he is handsome, beautiful, and good-looking, such that he can be a
cause of potential temptations for immoral people, then it is khilaf-e-awla (not
preferred) for him to lead the salah, otherwise not. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p.
545, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
The jurist of Hanaff figh, ‘Allamah Hasan Bin ‘Ammar Shurumbulalt 4ds Js 4l &>,
(d. 1069 AH/1658 CE) writes:
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Translation: The imamat of a fasig imam is makruh because he is careless in
religious matters. Also, putting him forward for leading the salah is a way of



honoring him, whereas it is wajib in shari‘ah to dishonor a fasiq. (Imdad al-Fattah
Sharh Nar al-"1dah, Book of Salah, Ch. of Imamat, p. 342, Publ. Quetta)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 4ds Jus 4l 46>, (d. 1340 AH/
1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: Shaving the beard and trimming it less than the sharTlimit are both
haram and fisq, and such a person'’s fisq being public is obvious. It is as if “fasiq" is
written on their face with invisible ink. The imamat of an open fasiq is prohibited
and a sin. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 505, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
He ade JWs 40l o> further states:
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Translation: Appointing someone who trims their beard as an imam is a sin and
offering salah behind them is makrih tahrimi. That is, offering the salah is a sin
and repeating it is wajib. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 603, Publ. Raza
Foundation, Lahore)
‘Allamah Abi al-Khayr, Muftt Muhammad Narullah Na‘TmT BasTrplr dde Jbs 4l des
(d. 1403 AH/1983 CE) writes:
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Translation: The post of imamat is an honorable religious post. The one who
shaves his beard is a fasiq and a sinner, and he is not worthy of this esteemed
post. Therefore, they should not be appointed as an imam. Offering salah behind
them is makriih tahrimi, and therefore repeating it is wajib. (Fatawa Ndriyah, Vol.
0T, pp. 346-347, Publ. Faqih-E-A‘zam Publications, BaS|rpur Okara)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger W)a\jwm M knows best.)
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