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Question 

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: If 

someone naturally does not grow a beard, can he lead the salāh? 
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Someone who is eligible to lead salāh, meaning that he is a sane and bāligh male 

who holds the correct beliefs and has proper recitation and is not a sharʿī maʿzūr, 

can lead salāh even if he has not naturally grown a beard. This is because having a 

beard is not a condition for leading salāh. However, if due to not having a beard, the 

person is an amrad, i.e., an attractive and handsome young man, and this will be a 

cause of temptation for immoral individuals, then offering salāh behind them is 

makrūh tanzīhī and disliked, but the salāh will be valid. 

It should remain clear that the above-mentioned ruling is regarding someone who 

naturally doesn’t have a beard. As for the one who does grow a beard, but then 

shaves it or shortens it to less than a fistful, they are a fāsiq muʿlin due to openly 

committing a sin. Offering salāh behind them is makrūh taḥrīmī, meaning that 

offering salāh behind such a person without any valid reason is impermissible and 

the salāh offered behind them must be repeated. 

The Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imām Aḥmad Razā Khān رحمة الله تعالى عليه (d. 1340 

AH/1921 CE) writes:  

نج گانن م  ص صج ی  پ 
ن ج ، صج ی  ح الای   ہر ش  ا ی  مانن  ۃر ح الطہراری  ، صج ۃر ح القر
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ا ہر ی  ، مرد، عاقر ن ی   معذنور امامتر کر سکتر ی ی عی  گیاس کے پ 
ے
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Translation: In the five daily salāt, every person who holds the correct beliefs, has 

accurate recitation, and has proper purity, is a male, sane, baligh, and non-maʿzūr 

can lead the salāh. This means that the salāh offered behind him will be valid, even 

if it is declared makrūh taḥrīmī and wājib al-ʾiʿādah due to fisq or any other reason. 

(Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 515, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 

He رحمة الله تعالى عليه also writes:  
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Translation: If the person is baligh, all salāt offered behind him will be valid, even 

the five daily salāt, because having a beard and mustache is not a condition for the 

validity of leading salāh. Being baligh is required, and this is possible from the age 



of 12 for boys when its signs appear, such as nocturnal emission. (Fatāwā 

Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 389, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 

ʿAllāmah Abū al-Khayr, Muftī Muḥammad Nūrullāh Naʿīmī Basīrpūrī رحمة الله تعالى عليه 

(d. 1403 AH/1983 CE) writes: 
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Translation: If one naturally does not have a beard or he has recently become 

baligh and has not yet grown a beard, he can become an imām… To lead the salāh 

of baligh individuals, it is a condition for the imām to be baligh. There is absolutely 

no condition mentioned in any verse, ḥadīth, or book of fiqh which states that the 

salāh is valid only if a person has grown a beard after becoming bāligh and 

otherwise it is invalid. (Fatāwā Nūriyah, Vol. 01, p. 353-356, Summarized, Publ. 

Faqīh-E-Aʿzam Publications, Basīrpūr, Okara) 

ʿAllāmah Ibn ʿĀbidīn Syed Muḥammad Bin ʿUmar al-Shāmī رحمة الله تعالى عليه (d. 1252 

AH/1836 CE) writes:  

 الظاهر أنها تنزيهية أيضا والظاهر أيضا كما قال الرحمتي أن المراد به الصبيح الوجه لأنه محل الفتنةأمرد  خلف تكره 

Translation: It is makrūh to offer salāh behind an amrad. It is clear that this is 

makrūh tanzīhī, and it is also clear, as mentioned by ʿAllāmah Raḥmatī, that amrad 

refers to a young man with an attractive face, as there is a potential risk of fitnah 

from him. (Radd al-Muḥtār ʿAlā al-Durr al-Mukhtār, Book of Salāh, Ch. of Imāmat, 

Vol. 01, p. 562, Publ. Dār al-Fikr, Beirut) 

The Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imām Aḥmad Razā Khān رحمة الله تعالى عليه (d. 1340 

AH/1921 CE) was asked:  

ھ  عمر ای ھارۃ سال کی ذ کیب  رن  ، دار  نطن ہر ر  ی ہر اور جاف نہ ، آی  ی یب   ہر نمارن درستر ہر ا اس کے پ  ر ب  چ ھے ی نہ  ؟ی  ا ی
Translation: Zaid is 18 years old and he is a Ḥāfiz, but he does not have a beard. Is 

it permissible to offer salāh behind him? 

He replied:  

ن اگر جس  م ی  ل ت   و ج  نساق کے  وب  صوربر ہرو کہ ف
و اس کیی  ل جن

ر روبر ہرو ی ہ
لاف اولی   محل ش  ر  امامتر جن نہ ، ورنن ی  ۔ی  ہر

Translation: If he is handsome, beautiful, and good-looking, such that he can be a 

cause of potential temptations for immoral people, then it is khilāf-e-awlā (not 

preferred) for him to lead the salāh, otherwise not. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 

545, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 

The jurist of Ḥanafī fiqh, ʿAllāmah Ḥasan Bin ʿAmmār Shurumbulālī رحمة الله تعالى عليه 

(d. 1069 AH/1658 CE) writes:  

 شرعاإهانته  كره إمامة الفاسق العالم لأنه لا يهتم لأمر دينه ولأن في تقديمه للإمامة تعظيمه وقد وجب 

Translation: The imāmat of a fāsiq imām is makrūh because he is careless in 

religious matters. Also, putting him forward for leading the salāh is a way of 



honoring him, whereas it is wājib in sharīʿah to dishonor a fasiq. (Imdād al-Fattāḥ 

Sharḥ Nūr al-ʾĪdāḥ, Book of Salāh, Ch. of Imāmat, p. 342, Publ. Quetta) 

The Imām of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imām Aḥmad Razā Khān رحمة الله تعالى عليه (d. 1340 AH/ 

1921 CE) writes:  

ھ  ر  ی دار  سق ہ
ن ون جرام و ف

ن بنا دوی غ سے کم کرا وا کر جذ ش  بنا اور کیر اہر کہ ای  متنذ ا سق ب الاعلانن ہروبنا ظن
ن نہ ب  ج لیی   اور اس کا ف برا ہر اور  سون کے مت لم سے قناسق لکھا ہرو

قر
نوغ و گتناۃ ہر  قناسق معلن کی  ۔امامتر ممن

Translation: Shaving the beard and trimming it less than the sharʿī limit are both 

ḥarām and fisq, and such a person’s fisq being public is obvious. It is as if “fāsiq” is 

written on their face with invisible ink. The imāmat of an open fāsiq is prohibited 

and a sin. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 505, Publ. Razā Foundation, Lahore) 

He رحمة الله تعالى عليه further states:  

ھ  ی ی دار  بنا گتناۃ ہر اور اس کے پ   والے کو امام ب تنا
ن
س وائ ح بر

نمارن مکروۃ تر ن  ی م ی  چ ھے ی  ی  گتناۃ اور ی ھ  ی کہ ب  ھی
ن
 ۔ واج ت   ت

Translation: Appointing someone who trims their beard as an imām is a sin and 

offering salāh behind them is makrūh taḥrīmī. That is, offering the salāh is a sin 

and repeating it is wājib. (Fatāwā Razawiyah, Vol. 06, p. 603, Publ. Razā 

Foundation, Lahore) 

ʿAllāmah Abū al-Khayr, Muftī Muḥammad Nūrullāh Naʿīmī Basīrpūrī رحمة الله تعالى عليه 

(d. 1403 AH/1983 CE) writes: 

رتر ہر  نصت  امامتر ی ہ ن ب  ب  ا د ی من ھ  ی ی ، دار  نصت  ہر ر  ی من نہ ق ی
ے نصت  کے لای  والا قناسق اور گتناۃ گار اس ب لتنذ من

ن
رذنا اسے امام نن ب تنای  متنذ ائ ، اس کے ب  ، لہ

ے
ا ج ائ

ی حپ 
نمارن مکروۃ تر بنا واج ت  ہر  ی م ی  چ ھے ی رذنا اس کا لوب ا ، لہ  ۔ہر

Translation: The post of imāmat is an honorable religious post. The one who 

shaves his beard is a fāsiq and a sinner, and he is not worthy of this esteemed 

post. Therefore, they should not be appointed as an imām. Offering salāh behind 

them is makrūh taḥrīmī, and therefore repeating it is wājib. (Fatāwā Nūriyah, Vol. 

01, pp. 346-347, Publ. Faqīh-E-Aʿzam Publications, Basīrpūr, Okara) 
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