What Should a Mugtadr Do If the Imam Stands After He Has Just Sat for
Tashahhud?
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(Translated Fatwa)

Question

What do the noble scholars and jurists of Islamic law say about the following: |
came and joined the congregation while the imam was sitting in the first qa‘dah. As
soon as | sat down in the ga‘dah, the imam had stood up for the third rak‘ah. |
completed my al-Tahiyyat then stood up and joined the imam in the third rak‘ah.
My question is: Was this the correct thing to do?

Answer
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In the inquired situation, what you did was correct because you were required to
complete the tashahhud before following the imam. The principle is that it is wajib
to follow the imam in the fard and wajib acts of salah without any delay. However, if
following the imam results in a wajib remaining incomplete or abandoning a wajib
entirely, then the ruling is that one should first complete the wajib and then follow
the imam. Hence, even after the imam stood up, it was correct for you to complete
the tashahhud and then join the imam in the third rak-ah.
In this situation, you were required to stand after completing the tashahhud.
‘Allamah ibn ‘Abidin al-Shamr al-DimishqT 4ds Jls 4bl &>, (d. 1252 AH/1836 CE)
writes:
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Translation: (The ruling mentioned in al-Durr al-Mukhtar) due to its unrestricted
nature, includes the case where a mugqtadr joins the imam during the first or final
tashahhud, and when he sits, the imam stands up or performs salam. This would
entail that the muqtadi completes his tashahhud and then stand. But | did not find
this ruling explicitly written anywhere. Later, | found that it was written in al-
Dhakhirah with reference to Abu Layth that “According to me, the mukhtar (chosen
opinion) is that he should complete the tashahhud.” (Radd al-Muhtar, Book of
Salah, Vol. 02, p. 244, Publ. Quetta)
The reason for this is that it is wajib to follow the imam in fard and wajib acts
without any delay, unless it results in leaving a wajib incomplete or abandoning a
wajib. In this situation, it is necessary to follow the imam after having completed



the wajib. ‘Allamah Ahmad Tahtawi Hanafi ade Jus 4l &>, (d. 1231 AH/1815 CE)
mentions this principle in this way:
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Translation: Following the imam in fard and wajib acts without delay is wajib. But if
another wajib contradicts it, he should not abandon that wajib. Instead, he should
perform it and then follow the imam. (Hashiyah al-Tahtaw1 ‘Ala Maraq al-Falah, p.
255, Publ. Dar al-Kutub al-‘lImiyah, Beirut)
The Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, 4ds Js 4l &>, (d. 1340 AH/
1921 CE) writes:
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Translation: If the mugqtadr joined the imam in the first ga‘dah and then the imam
stood up as soon as he joined, the muqgtadi should completing his al-Tahiyyat and
then stand. He should try to join the imam quickly. (Fatawa Razawiyah, Vol. 07, p.
275, Publ. Raza Foundation, Lahore)
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(Allah Almighty knows best and His Messenger W)a\jwm\y knows best.)
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